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To the Right Honourable and truly 
Religion Lady Letitia Countels 
of Donegal, OC 


Madam,. 


Hen T reſolved to comply with 
the defires of ſome worthy. per 
ſons in the publication of this 

' *_ diſcourſe, I was nat long in 
ERY about the Dedication, but was ſj oeedily 
determined therein, by calling to remembrance z 
former obligation to your Honour, under which 
[ bad jufily put my ſelf ;- only I feared, left, in» 
ftead of diſcharging an obligation, I ſhould de- 
ſerve an imputation of preſ! uwption and _ 
weſs, in thinking 10 diſſolve it by ſuch a 1 
But, Madam, if I ſhould take the: —_— of 
my return, from your merit and wy duty, per- 
adventure T could not bave' ſatisfied Flew 
without a V, "aſus as large as that, which your 

| =. - Honour” 


"he Didicacios. 
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Honour and many others know, I am engaged 
in: Beſides, I conſidered the nature of true 
goodneſs and generofity, which looks not ſo 
much to the nature of the Preſent, as the ſinde- 

of bigs that itenders-it. | And, Madam, 
though. the bulk. of the. diſcourſe is bait ſmall, 
and my managery of it can add no greatneſs to 
it, which T confeſs is ſuch as needs the pardon 
of a critical Reader, yet I mu$t aver, that the 
ſubjebt of it is truly great, Religion, which hath 
the great God, and the great Sawiour the Lord 
Teſns for its obje&, great promiſes for. its en 
couragement, great ſalvation for' its reward. 
And what Galen ſaid of Phyf: > iF mort;truc 
of Religian, non datur ex1guum, there i is n0- 
thing ſmall and trivial in it. And as Reli- 
gion 15 great in'it ſelf, ſo I dare ſay it is in 
your Honours eyes, and therefore -T am perſwa- 
ded you. will not deſpiſe this ſmall Apologize for 
it : \which\the miſcarriages of former times 
ak neceſſary; andthe degeneration and' ma-. 
lipnity.of the preſent makes ſeaſonable 'But 1 
muſt:.remember”1 am writing an Epiſtle to a 
{wall Diſcourſe, and I muſt have a care of 
making my. Gate t0o-wide, leſt (as be ſaid) the 
Crt ſhould: run'ont: f it. ' Tour Honours time 
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The Dedication. 


———— 


is too pretious for me to rob you of more of it, 
and my occaſions are ſo urgent that they will 
ſearce allow me to perform civilities. L only 
add my own, and beg yours, and other.truly re- 
" | /igious perſons Prayers, that God would bleſs 


» i «my poor endeavours. If your Honours name 


' | and intereſt engage others to read it to their 

? | good, it will abundantly anſwer the defires and 

' | compenſate the pains of, « 
; 

Madam, , 

, Your Howours moſt obliged,aud humble, . 

| : and faithful Servant, eſpecially in 


the concerns of your ſoul 


M. P. 


SEASONABLE 
APOLOGY. 


FOR 


RELIGION. 


Matthew 11. 19. The laſt clauſe of the Verſe. 
——— But wiſdom is juſtified of her children. 


mc —_ 


H E Particle But commands your re- 
fletion upon the foregoing words and 
verſes, wherein our Saviour deſcribes 
the humours and manners of that ge- 
neration, which he does two. ways, 

1. Allegorically, werſ. 16, 17. But whereunto ſhall 1 
liken this generation 2 it is like unto children ſitting 
B In 
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in the Markets, and calling unto their fellows, and 
ſaying, We bave piped unto you, and you have not 
danced, We have mourned unto you and you haue not 
lamented, 2. Properly, werſ” 18, 19. Wherein he 
repreſents their perverſe and cen{orious humour, 
They were fo capricious, that God himſelf could 
not pleaſe hem, though he condeſcended lo graci- 
ouſly as to uſe variety of means and different forts 
of perſons, to comply even with their humours as 
far as might be, to become all things to all men, 
that he might ſave ſome. Firſt he ſends Johz, nei- 
ther eating nor drinking: which you are not toun- 
der(tand (imply, as if, as they fable of the Cameleon 
he did live upon Air, but the meaning is, he did 
neither eat nor drink intemperatelys He did both 
reſtrain himſelf from unlawful, and moderate him: 
ſelf in lawful, things. For Quantity what he did 
eat was little, next to nothing, for Quality, it was 
Locuſts and wild Honey 3 His garments alſo were 
as unpleaſing to others as his meat to himſelf: and 
all this was deſigned by God for this end, that the 
auſterity of Joh#'s life, join'd with the ſeverity of 
his doctrine, might awaken that ſecure generation 
to repentance, whereby they might divert Gods 
judgments, and prevent their own ruine. But all 
was to no purpole, and it produced quite contrary 
effects, even a cenſure of his perſon and dodrine, 
inſtead of compliance with them. They ſay he hath 
4 Devil. Man . (they conſidered) was a ſociable 
ereature, and becauſe he much avoided converſe 
with men, and choſe folitude, they ſaid he has a 
Devil, 
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Devil, according to the antient obſervation, That 
every ſolitary perſon is either a God, or an Angel, or 
4 Devil. | 

They pretended they could not tell, whether 
John's doftrine was inſpired by God, or ſuggeſted 
by the Devil, and therefore they rejeFed the counſel 
of God, again themſelves , in refuting his DoGrine 
and Baptiſm. Whea this proves ineffeCtual, God 
contrives another way,and ſends an Ambaſſadour 1n 
another garb. werſ. 19. The ſon of man came eating 
and drinking, 3.e. freely converſing with other men, 
even the meaneſt and the worſt of them, Publicaas 
and Sinners, accomodating himſelf to the cuſtoms 
and companies of men asfar as might be, but this al- 
ſo ſucceeds as 1]l as the former attempt3 they are 
ſtill (triking upon the ſame ſtring, and venting their 
cenſorious humour. They ſay, Behold a man glutto- 
nous and 4 wine-bibber, a friend of Publicans and 
Sinners.” His gentleneſs to Sinners they call appro- 
bation of their fins, his converſable diſpoſition, 
looſneſs and luxury ; Thus far you have their cen- 
ſure. My Text contains our Saviours :#ixg:o:s or 
jadgment upon the whole, But wiſdom is juſtified of 
her children. In which words three things need ex- 
plication. 

2xeſt, 1. What is meant by wiſdom? 

Anſw. In Scripture uſe, as fin 1s oft called folly, 
ſo Religion or the fear of God is called wiſdom. 
Job. 28. 28. The ſear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, 
and to depart from evil, that is underſtanding. Wil- 
dom and goodneſs in Scripture language are but 
two expreſſions ſignifying the ſame thing. pſ2, 36.3. 

B 2 He 
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He hath left off to be wiſe and to do good, where the 
laſt words expound the former: More particularly 
wiſdom in this place 1s that which the generality of 


the Jews rejected, .and that was Chriſt, (who is call-- 


ed IViſdom, Prov. 8. and who is made nuto us of God 
wiſclom, and in whom are all the treaſures of wiſ: 
dom) and the wiſe and holy counſel of God concern- 
ing mans ſalvation through Chriſt. This 1s that 
which they rejefted, and the children of wiſdom 
juſtified. 

Dueſt. 2. Who are the children of Wiſdom? 

4nſw. The true Diſciples of Wiſdom. It is a 
phraſe of the Hebrew language, whereby men de- 
voted or addicted to any perſoa or thing, are called 
his, or 1ts children. Thus thoſe that . addifted 
themſelves to prophetical ſtudies, are called the ſors 
of the Prophets, 2 Kings 4.38. Thus the friends and 


aſſociates of the Bridegroom are called children of 


the Bride: chamber, Mat. 9.15. And the ſame. phraſe 
we meet with 1n profane Authors. Students in 
Phy ſick are called by Lucian iargoy maids, Children of 
Phyſicians. And Students in Philoſophy are called 
the children of the Philoſophers. So here, the chil- 
dren of Wiſdom are the approvers and lovers of 
Wiſdom or Religion; The (incere worſhippers of 
God, thoſe,that heartily embrace. the ways of God, 
that are his ſervants devoted to his fear, and par- 
ticularly thoſe that approve of Chriſt, and embrace 
his doftrine and ways. 

Queſt. 3. What 1s meant by being juſtified ? 

Anſw. It is a juridical term. To be juſtified is 
to be acquitted and approved ; for you mult conſider 
that 


foz Religion. 


that Wiſdonr or Religion was here brought betore 
the Tribunal of audacious men, and they paſt a ſen- 
tence of condemnation upon it, unto which the pre- 
ſeat juſtification is oppoſed. So then-the ſum of the 
Text, with reſpeQt tothe Context is this. Firſt here 
is Religion condemned by evil men, though upon 
very {lender grounds and groſs miſtakes, and per- 
verſe conſtructions. Secondly here is Religion juſti- 
fied, vindicated and approved of by good and wiſe 
men, But wiſdom is juſtified by her chillren, and ac- 
cordingly there are two doctrines that hence offer 
themſelves to your thoughts3. the firſt implied, the 
ſecond expreſled. 


Firſt, That ungodly men are very apt to ſpeak evil of y,g,ng. 


Religion and religions perſons upon the moſt trivial 
pretences. 


Secondly, As it 5s the duty of all, ſo it is the pra- ng. 


Tice of thoſe that are 'wiſe and. good, to juſtifie Religi- 
on, notwithſlanding all the miſcarriages of its friends, 
and cenſures of its enemies. 

Of theſe in order. 

Firſt, Vngodly men are very apt to ſpeak evil of Re- 
ligion, and its profeſſors, upon the weakeſt and moſt 
trivial pretences. 

The riſe of the Doctrine you-ſee is evident; the 
Jews condemned both John and Chriſt, and their 
ſeveral methods and dodtrines, and that (as you 
have heard ) upon moſt frivolous motives. This 
hath always been one of the many ill qualities that 
are in wicked men, that they havean aking tooth at 
Religion, and religious men, a preat pronity to ſeek 
and ſpy faults in them. When 
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When there was a ftrife between the Herdſmen 
of Abram's Cattle, and the Herdſmen of Lo?'s Cattle, 
Gen. 13.7. It is mentioned asa memorable circum- 
ſtance, that the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt 
thee in the Land, Abram well knew. what an evil 
eye thoſe men had upon Religion, and how ready 
they would be to cenſure the aCtions of thoſe that 
owned it; and therefore he condeſcends to Lof, 
though his Junior and his Nephew, and effers him 
his choice 1n a writ of partition, verſ. 8, 9. And 
Abram ſaid unto Lot, let there be no ſtriſe T pray thee 
between me and thee, &c. for we be brethren: is not 
the whole Land before thee, ſeparate thy ſelf I pray 
thee from me, if thou wilt take the keft hand, Twill go 
to the right, or if thou depart to the right hand, then 1 
will go to the leſt. 

The Jews were the only people that profeſſed 
true Religion in the World, and there was no peo- 
ple more maligned and diſpiſed; no Religion more 
cenſured than theirs 3 no calumnies were thought 
foul enough to be faſtned upon them : They were 
ſaid to worſhip the Clouds, to worſhip an Aſſes head, 
and what not? and when the Jews degenerated, and 
their Religion was either corrupted or antiquated, 
and Chriſtians came in their ſtead; they ſucceeded 
alſo into their hatred, and were (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks) in vulgar account as the ſcum and off- ſtour- 
ing of all things.” Ads 28. 22. As concerning this 
Se, we know that it is every where ſpoken againſt. 

And thus it hath been in all ſucceeding ages, and 
thereforeit is no wonder if it be ſo at this day. I muſt 
acknow- 
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acknowledge with grief of heart, that pretenders to 
Religion have given too great occaſion to its ene- 
mies to open their mouths againſt it, and it is my 
earneſt prayer, that God would forgive the fins of 
Engliſh profeſlorsz the fad effe&ts whereof we feel 
at this day, and in nothing more than in this, that 
for their ſakes Religion is diſhonoured and defpiſed. 
But yet | muſt add, that whatſoever have been the 
pretended or real miſcarriages of -Religious men, 
Religion is innocent, and has not deſerved any of 
that contempt or reproach which is caſt upon it. 

And therefore this will not jaſtiffe the practice of 
ungodly men, whereby they are fo apt to cenſure 

Religion, and its profeſſors, upon the moſt vain and 
trivial pretences. In the proſecution of this do- 

trine, I ſhall proceed in this method. x. Give you 

ſome demonſtrations of the truth of the point. 

2. The Grounds and reaſons of it, and 3. apply it to 

our own uſe. 

Firſt, ſhall give you ſome demonſtrations or indi- 
cations of this malevoJent temper of wicked men, 
and of their perverfe and unreaſonable cenfures of 
Religion and thoſe that profeſs it. 

Firſt, They condemn that in Religious men which: 
God commands. For example. God commands 
men not only to mind their own falvation, but their 
Neighbours too. It is a ſpeech befitting none but 
t barbarous Cair. Ame I my Brothers Keeper 2 It % 
our duty as occaſion is offered, and need requires, 
to admoniſh our brethren of their fin and danger, to 
prevent their damnation, and to further their fat- 

| vation- 
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vation by all means poſlible. Scripture is expreſs and 
peremptory, Leviticus 19. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy 
Brother in thine heart : thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
Neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin upon him. And certainly, 
if I muſt help up my Neighbours Aſs when he hath 
ſunk down under the weight of his burthen,. or help 
him out when he 1s fallen into a Pitz much more is it 
my duty to help my Neighbours Soul, whea it is 
ready to dropintothe pit from which there is no re- 
demption. Nay the very light of Nature teaches men 
this doctrine. Remarkable to this purpoſe is that paſ: 
ſage of Socrates, as Plato reports it in his apologie for 
him, who tells his Judges 3 that if #hey would ſpare his 
life upon this condition, that he ſhould forbear inſtrud#- 
ing, and reproving the young men of the City, he would 
210t accept his life upon ſuch diſhovourable terms, But 
now, if a Chriſtian makes conſcience, and ſeriouſly 
ſets himſelf to the practice of this duty, if he does 
admoniſh, and watn, and reprove his Neighbour 
when he ſins againſt God, and wrongs his own Soul, 
how ſeverely is he cenſured for it 5 then heis a mo- 
roſe and unconverſable perſon, a bulie body, a trou- 
bleſom and intolerable Neighbour. Then Religi- 
on makes men peeviſh, ill-natured, imperious, and 
all that's hateful. 

An emineat inſtance of this we have Gemeſic 19. 
where Lot endeavours to diſwade the Sodowztes from 
executing their intended wickedneſs, werſe 7, 8. 1 
pray you brethren do nct ſo wickedly, behold now I have 
two daughters whict have wot known man , let me1 


5 


pray you bring then out unto you, and, do you to them | 
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a1 ir good in your eyes, only unto theſs men do nothing, 
for therefore came they nnder the ſhadow of my roof. 
Where'(abating the errobr of offering his Daughters 
fo proſtitution) there is ſo great a conſtellation of 
virtues as might command reverence from the moſt 
favage Barbarians; fo (trift an obſervance of the 
Laws of Hoſpitality, ſuch fortitude and' generoſity 
im expoſing himſelf to the utmoſt hazards, for the de- 
fence of thoſe 'whom he ſuppoſed to be helpleſs 
ſtrangers, ſuch'Heroical felf denial in being more 
willing to receive the 1njury in a part, and the fruit, 
of his own body, than to permit it to ſtrangers, fuch 
eminent charity in affording counſel to thele wretch- 
ed Miſcreants,: and*doing what he could'to prevent 
the death of thoſe that deſery'd'nottolive; and the 
reproof too, was managed with all ſweetneſs and 
mildneſs, 7 pray yor Brethren, and fortified with great 
ſtrength of reaſon and arguments, do not ſo wickedly, 
as'if he had ſaid, This ation has a turpitude in it 
ſelf, and will bring ſome miſchief upon your heads : 
and yet' theſe virulent Adders, turn a deaf ear to 
the counſels of this holy charmer though he charm- 
eth ſo wiſely. verſc 9. And they ſaid, ſtand back, and 
they ſaid again, this one fellow came in to ſojourn and 
he will needs be a judge. Now will we deal worſe with 
thee than withthem. | Thus heartily did they: cenſure 
and threaten him for no other crime but this, that 


'he did his duty, and obyed Gods command, and 


would have made them as happy as himſelf. So it 
is a plata command of God, that Chriftians ſhould 


| walk odors; ay 4 Epheſ? 5. 18; aigttds exattly , was 


rily, preciſely, tor ſo-the word ſtgnifies. | That they 
| C 


walk 


walk according to rule, Gl..6..16, 4s many.as walk, 
.arcor{ing to this rule, peace be unto thems,. and mercy. 
That they have a reſped, unto. all Gods.commands : 
and hate every falſe way, Conti 28; aid gonſe-. 


quently. that they make conſcience of ,every,,. yea 
tie leaſt duty, and of .avoidivg . the [leaſt fin, that 
they abſtain from all appearance of evil, 1-Thef. 5.22. 
Now it a Chriſtian really be.this;, which he ought 
and pretends to; be, and do this which. you ſee he 
{ſtands obliged to do, tis incrediþle;what clamours 
are raiſed againſt him,. . If :a:man make. conſcience 
of remembring the Sabbath day to keep it holy, and of 
ab{taining from the doing of his own ways and plea- 
fare, andthe ſpeaking af |bis.own'words, as is expreſly. 
cammanded,  1/ziah 58.13» Cunlels-perhaps the Ad- 
vocates af prophaneneſs will fetch relief from the 
Teats of Hereſte, and ſay, that the Old Teſtament is 
antiquated to Chriſtians.) then he is a Prxcifian, 
foppiſh, ſuperſtitious, ,nay he's, a Jew,; and.I muſt 
acknowledge, 'tis better be a Jew.thaw ſack a-Pagan 
Chriſtian, as.to.live in:the groſs, violatian- of the 
known laws of that God whom he profeſlesito.ſerve: 
and obey, Thus if a man will not do all that his 
neighbours. daz if a man make aſcruple of thoſe ati- 
ons and;carriages which others can eaſily, digeſt, and 
and are, generally eſteemed but puny ſins, then he is 
nice, ſingular, fantaſtical, though1it be no,more than 

God requires.he ſhould be. | 
Secondly, They.condemn religious. men for thoſe 
very things which their ownconſciences-approve of: 
far mens:;conſciences if they. be, not. bribed, are ge- 
nerally on Gods fide. . For example. 'Conſcicnce 
= | will 
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will juſtifie, that 2 man ſhould ſtrive to enter.in at the 
fir1ight gate, and make Religion his work: and end, 
| to which all other things ſhould give place. So as 
neither worldly buſineſs, nor idle viſits, nor recre- 
ations ſhould divert a man from it. Conſcience will 
jaſtifie,that aman ſhould be governed by Religion in 
all his concernments, that whether he eats or drinksgor 


whatſoever he doth, all ſhould be done to the glory of 


God, as we are expreſly enjoined, 1 Cor. 10..31. 
That a man ſhould prefer 'the hearing of a Sermon, 
before an unneceſſary wortdly occaſion, or the per- 
formance of a' civility, Fhad almoſt ſaid before a 
dearly beloved Play: This I fay is no. more than 
Confcience will juſtifte: and 'tis a caſe already de- 
termined by our Saviour, Lyke 10. 41, 42. But if a 
man will reſolvedly and diligently ſet upan the pra- 


ice of theſe things, he ſhall certaigly hear of it. 


This is but pride,” to be thought better than his 
neighbours; hamour, to do more than other men; 
hypocrifie, to make great ſhews of devotion 3 de- 
ſign, to cover fome evil practices 3 or at beſt but an 
intemperate/afd buſie zeaf. © © IP 

'- T knew two perſons of Quality that were cenſuring 
ſome of their near Relations, and condoling, one 
with another, that they could have no more com- 
fort 'in them: They were ſo frequeatly in their 
Cloſets, or at Sermons, and Faſts,. ec. that they 
could have no ſociety with them : but at Jaſt Con- 
{erence began to work, and one of thei ſaid, but 
the truth is, Sir, they do' no more than you and [ 
ought to_ do. And believe it, however men may 
ſtupifie their conſciences'now, there will be a great 
C 2 ” number 
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number of that mind at the. laſt day. 

Thirdly, They. condemn Religion for the faults 
of irreligious men, or ſuch as are vaio, pretendersto 
Religion: For ſuch the World has ever had, and 
'tis reaſonable to expect it, eſpecially if Religion 
happen to be 1n faſhion, and the way to preferment. 
And a multitude of ſuch perſons there were in the 
Jate times, that have-ſince diſcovered of: what com- 
plexion their Religion was, being of forward pre-. 
tenders to tt, grown implacable haters and perſe- 
cutors of itz and theſe were, the men that contri- 
buted as much to our late ſad and (inful enormities 
as any 3 and now Religion muſt. bear the blame. All 
theſe mens brats muſt be Jaid at Religions door ; and 
Religion muſt needs be the cauſe of Sedition and 
Rebellion, and what not? More wiſe and juſt was. 
that late Noble Lord, .who though a conſtant enemy 
to all, either the real, or ſuppoſed, miſcarriages of 
tate times, yet has left this paſſage upon record in 
his pious Letter, That thoxgh Religion. had been a- 
buſed to very bad purpoſes, it was not to be thought 
worſe of, for it. A great (ſign of - a truly honeſt 
mind and heart, and the contrary ſpeeches of other 
men do plainly diſcover a heart full of malevolence 
andall-will to Religion. We know the Devil ſome. 
times transforms himſelf into an Angel of Light, now. 
it were as juſt to charge all the lies and wicked adti-- 
- ons of the Devil ating in ſuch a diſguiſe upon all the 
holy Angels, asit is to charge the faults of meer pre- 
tenders to Religion;upon the ſincere profeſſors of it. 

Foutthly, They condemn Religion for. the faults 
of humane nature, If any perſon that profeſſes Re-. 


ligion, 


" fos Religion, | 
] 


'1gion be morale or paſſionate, it any. of them be 
churliſh Husbands, perverſe Wives, ſlothful or heed- 
leſs Servants, Religion muſt ſuffer for it, and you 
ſhall hear ſuch language as this, this is Religion, 
theſe are your religious perſons. It muſt be grants 
ed that ſuch perſons do very wickedly ; to give acca> 
lion to the adverſaries of Religion to open their 
mouths againft it. They ſhall pay dear for expoſing 
Religion in this manner : that ſhould teach them to 
conquer themſelves, and to ſubje& their own incli- 
nations to. the commands of God, and the credit of 
the Goſpel :_ yet (till, I ſay, Religion is not the worſe 
for. it. It is an unjuſt and an ungodly thing to charge 
the faults of nature upon grace. What was ſaid of 
Galba's wit, may frequently be ſaid of the grace of 
God planted in the Soul, that it doth. ale habita- 
re, that it is Jodged in an incommadious and ill tem- 
pered body ; Religion will not alter the conſticuti- 
n of the body; it will not expel choler or melan-. 
holy, or corre any of thoſe il] humovrs that are 
onnatural to it. The Heathen Sexeca: Epiſt; 11.. 
night teach theſe men more candor, while he ſaith, 
Null2 ſapientia naturalia animi vitia ponuntur : quic-- 
nid infixum > ingevitum eft, lenitur arte, non vinci-- 
w. No wiſdom will wholly ſubdue the natural infir- 
ities of the mind -- whatſoever is rooted in ut, and. 
wn with us, it. may. be qualified by art and induſtry, 
uf it can never be conquered or extinguiſhed. 
Fifthly, They condemn that highly 1n religious: 
en, which they allow or bear with in themſelves 
r others. Herein appears their groſs partialit's, 
they. 


on eee es 


they can ſee the motes in their eyes, and. can- 
not diſcern the beans 1n their own: znd this I com- 
mend to your obſervation upon this ſort of men, 


you will find thoſe who are moſt forward to accuſe 


Religion and Religious men upon every ſmall oc- 
caſion, moſt ready to excuſe ungodly men for far 
greater crimes: their drunkenneſs is but good na- 
ture and ſaciableneſs; their horrid murthers, eſpe- 


cially if uſhered in with the ſolemnity of a Duel, 


are but atts of Valour and Gallantry ; their diſmal 
oaths, abje to make the pillars 'of Hell to tremble, 
are but the effetts of ſudden pafſion, for which, good 


men, they are verry ſorry afterwards. In a word, 


All their fins ere but infirmities, and all the fins of 


Gods people are rebellion and witchcraft ;' and as 


tome have ſaid in a particular inſtance, the very un- 
pardonable (in. Thus 1f Devid do but orce fall in- 
ro the fin of Adultery, the enemies of God will 


take occaſion to blaſpheme him. 2 $a. 12. 14. Ay, 


T his is the man after Gods own heart, This is theman 


that keeps himſelf from his own ininnity, This is he 
'that hath reſpeF to all Gods commandments, and hates 


every falſe way. Other Kings of his and the fucceeding 
times committed the fame fin a hundred times, but 
you hear no noiſe of that. In them it was but a venial 
im, a humane frailty, or the jaſt Preropative of 
Princes. - Hence it comes to paſs, that thoſe who 
are really ſorry for ſome of the miſcarriages of their 
Brethren 1n iniquity, do heartily rejoice and tri- 
umph in the flips and falls of religious Men, while a 
generous and vertuons ſuul would on the contrary 


ſay 


(<2 


"<2.2 0 = 


Y! 


5 _ p =» 
TIN 4 % 1 ' " 3 4 © * 
' 4 % G #5 v 5 | \ : 
: 4 & 4 p * A \ % &*®? * 


fay, Tel! it not in Gathy pabliſo/it: not/in the. ſtreets of 
Alkelan. ' P30" 
+ Secondly, I ſhatl make a little enquiry into'the 
cauſes of this malignity , whereby: wicked: men are 
ſo/prone to {peaicevil upon Religion and Religions 
perſons -on all occations. 1 ſhall:ionly'mention five. 
Firſt Ignorance.” . However:many of theſe men e- 
fteem themſelves the wits'of the Age; herein they 
betray- great ignorance” and: folly, - or (which is 
warſe,) deſperate malice; but 'in charity. we will 
ſuppoſe :the beſt, is-therr ignorance; - Therefore- 
they impute all evil effetts' to Religion, becauſe 
they have not wit to underſtand the true cauſes or 
differences of things, nor to confider, thatin good 
tren there are diverſe :ant/contrary principles, ' from 
exeh of which thoſe adtions may proceed. "Tis rrne, 
Plebs now' diſtinguit , The Rabble make no diſtinGton, 
But-if theſe men hadithe wiſdom-wherein-they pre- 
tend to excel others, it would teach themito diſcern 
between 'things that differ; to aſcribe every effect 
toits-properx cauſe; iand-todiſtinguiſh between thoſe 
ations which -proceed*from the frame of the ſoul; 
and thoſe thatflow from the temper of the body; 
between thoſe that ariſe from Religion, and thoſe 
which are the fruits of that imperfeQion-which at- 
rends upon Religion in this-life,, And'becanſe theſe - 


men can no better diſtinguiſh, it is a plainevidence, 


either rhat' they have malicious hearts, or eJſe but- 
vulgar heads. 


- Secondly Hatred of God and Religion. Perad- 


reture ſome may ſay, there are no ſuch Monſters in 
| the- 


16 


es 
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the world that hate. God,-and/that I do but traduce 
the nature of man in making ſuch a ſuppoſition. But 
1f I am deceived, God: hath deceived me. For a- 
monelt the other-crimes:;which the ſpirit of God hath 


| branded the Rowanr with, this is one, that they were 


haters of God, Rom. 1.3, And Gadſaith he will repey 
them that hate him to their face. Dent. 7.10. And if 
the experience of former ages hath left this doubt- 
ful, I think that of this generation will put it out of all 
queſtion. Since men haye-now arrived to that height 
of impudence, (Calieute like) to. proclaim war a- 
gainſt God himſelf. Hence come thoſe audacious and 


| Atheiſtical diſcourſes and Books which have dared 


to appear in the face of the Sun. in this generation, as 
tf they would beat God out of the Field, and diſpute 
him out of the world. [There are ſome men whoſe 
principal buſinels it is to affront God, and to do as 
mach miſchief to Religion as poſſibly they can. I 
have been credibly informed concerning a Perſon 
of ſome Quality, who perceiving his friend to ſcruple 
an ation which he perſwaded him to, ſaid to this 
effet, 1 ſuppoſe you are not willing to do this, becauſe 
you think it unlawful, and I therefore would do it. So 
that I think by this time 'tis paſt doubt, that there are 
ſuch prodigies in humane nature, that have a radi- 
cated hatred againſt God and Religionz and no won- 
der if ſuch a cauſe produces ſuch an effe&z and ha- 
tred of Religion makes them forward to cenſure it. 
For ont of the aboundance of the heart, the mouth will 


| ſpeak, Men are generally ready to excule the afti- 
| ons of thoſe that they love, and to accuſe and cen- 


ſure 
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ſure th2.aCtions of thoſe whom they hate, and totake 


all they ſay.or do in the worſt part. 

Thirdly, Revenge againſt Religion and Religi- 
ous menz they owe them both a ſpite.» Religion 
condemns them to unſpeakable Torments, to the 
Worm that never dyes, the Fire that ſhall never be 


quenched. It tells them in plain terms, that the wick- 


ed ſhall be turned into Hell, that there is no peace to 
the wicked, that if they live after the fleſh they ſhall 
dye, and that if they hope to eſcape eternal death 
upon other terms, they do but cheat themſelves. 
Religious men alſo condemn: themz and as the 
Seints ſhall judge the World at the laſt day, ſo do 
they now. Tis (aid of Noah, that by tt-at eminent 
aCt of Faith, the building of the Ark;-'he condemned 
the unbeleriving world. Heb. 11.7. This was the mat- 
ter of Cain's conteſt with his Brother, and the rea- 
ſon why he ſlew him, Becenſe his own deeds were e- 
vil and his Brothers righteous. 1 Jobn 3.12. Abel's 
example condemned him3 and ſo doth the example 
of good men in all ages condemn the ungodly of 
their ſeveral generations. - Wicked men, eſpecially 
the ingenious part of them, have many fine devices 
to paliate their fins withs it 1s their nature or tem- 
per, and that- is immutable : their temptations are 
invincible: Fleſh and Blood cannever forbear 1n ſuch 
circumſtances, or endure- ſuch. ſeverities. . Now 
when men talk at this extravagant rate, as if the ſe- 
rious practice of godlineſs were abſolutely impoſſ- 
ble,” Behold (ſay God and Confcience) thy (elf con- 
futed by 'theſe inſtances. They do ſpend as much 
time and pains in the ſervice of God, as 1s A - 
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for thee to do3 they ſubdue thoſe inclinations which 


thou pretendelſt to be invincible; they actually over- 
come the temptations, which thou fay(t are irreſiſti- 
bte, and why: canſt not thou do fo? Ay this is the 
ground of the quarrel], therefore theſe men muſt be 
reproached," and Religion muft'be traduced, that ſo 
Revenge may be ſatisfied. 

Fourthly , Self defence, and the maintenance of 
their Luſts; they love their Luſts, and therefore dif- 
like Religion, 'becauſe it makes oppoſttion againſt 
them. Ag ſome fond Parents diſguſt thoſe perſons 
that tell'them' of their Childrens faults. Sinners 
are paſſionately; defirous, and ſtifly reſolved to go 
on in'fin without control or diſturbance, which they 
are'moſt likely to meet with fromReligion, and Re- 
ligious men. -Theſe will be always reproving and 
waftning thenr, and #hat will be forbidding and 
threatning them. | So that in their own defence, or 
rather in the defence of their Luſts, they are driven 
tg an enmity againſt them both. [They muſt diſpa- 
los that yoke which they will not put on, -and con- 
demn Religion, that they may juſtifie themſelves in 
their contempt and rejettion of it. They muſt hate 
and vilifie Religions perfons, as the Malefa&tor doth 
his Jadge. An eminent inſtance of this'we have in 
Ahab, 1 Kings 22.8; where, being aſked by: Jehoſha- 
phat, If there was not there a Prophet of the Lord, He 
anſwers, There is one Micdiah., the ſor of Imlah, by . 
whom we may enquire of the Lord, Che grants him to 
be a true Prophet of the Lord Jehovah, and yet adds) 
but T hate him, ſor he doth 10t- propheſie good toncern- 
ze, but evil. Micaiah would ſtop him in his career; 
he - 
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he would not have had bim goto Ramoth-pilead. to 
the ſlaughter. He was indeed;:w better friend'to 


Abab, than 4hab was to. him(elf,. and this was the 


reaſon of his hatred againſt him,..... . | | 

Fifthly, Love to Calumay: The 4theniar Ora- 
tor b:ing to defend; himſelf from the accuſation of 
his adverſary, premiſed,.'that he; was to' ſpeak to 
them with great difadvantage, becauſe men did ge- 
nerally love to hear accuſations rather than apolo- 
gies, of which many accounts. may be given. Envy 
at the virtues of others; pride to find others worſe 
than themlelves : the patronage they gain thereby ro 
their own errors, by finding others as guilty as them- 
ſelves, and ſo they make an eſcape in the croud. And 
all theſe conſiderations, are more urgent againſt Re- 
Iigious men, as thoſe that ſhine with the greateſt 
luſtre; and therefore calumnies againft'them\muft 
needs be molt grateful. 227 Y 

Here is ground for an Apology for Religion, 'not- 
withſtanding all the miſcarriages, of pretenderstoit, 
or profeſſors of it, which it muſt be confeffed,” (and 
I think there are few truly good and ingenuous per- 
' ſons that will deny it) have been in the late'times 
grievous and (candalous, and God grant'us all, and 
eſpecially thoſe that have been moſt culpable, true 
repentance | for them, that they may 'rethember 
that tremendous woe denounced by out Savibur 'z+ 
gainſt thoſe by whom. offences come. T1 'do not here 
plead for any of theſe things: Blame Perſons, and 


condema Facts as much as you pleaſe, only for your 
own ſakes take heed. of condemning the Righteons 
with the Wicked: But as for 'Relipivn © what*has 
that 
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Uſe 1. 


that done2.. thisI affirm, thatReligion is not reſpon- 
ſible for, or.chargeable with any of thele things; 
nor is there any: realon, why men ſhould think*or 
ſpeak worſe of Religion, or truly Religious men up- 
_ on this occaſion. Ttis held unjuſt, and unreaſbna- 
ble to charge the faults of any.particular perſon up- 
on a!l the reſt of: his-profeſſion, to charge the frau- 
dalent and dtatory.praCtices of one Lawyer upon all 
the perſoas. of that Robe; or:the errors and follies 
of every,impertinent Quack, upon the whole Col- 
ledge of Phyſitians:: and; why ſhonld Religion have 
harder, meaſure than. other profeſſions have? Nay 
on the..contrary, there's great reaſon it ſhould have 
better, becauſe of that reverence we all owe to God. 
becauſe of the ſ\ublimity and d:fliculty of thoſt things 
wherein Religion 1s concernec, in whici thurviore 
miſtakes are more eaſje, arid becaufe of +2 preat 
importance of Religion, wicre miſtakes and mif- 
applications are more dangerous. I do not now de- 
fire your favour, but demand your juſtice for Re- 
ligion, and this I do again aver, that the miſcar- 
riages of ſome, yea many Religious men, do not af- 
ford a ſolid argument againſt Religion, and that for 
three reaſons. | 
Firſt, Becauſe all Religicus men are not involved 
in the guilt of them. There have been in all ages, 
and ſo there were, 'and are in this, ſome Religious 
men, that d:d and do, ſigh and mourn, for thoſe 
publick abominations which they cannot, or could 
not help. Now as you muſt take heed of jatifying 
the wicked, lo mult you allo of condemning the righ- 
teous. So then all Religious men are not liable to 
this 
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this charge, and yet if they were, Religien is not 
concerned in it, and that becauſe | 
Secondly, Religious men are ſubject to miſtakes, 
' and corrupt inclinations as well as other men. It was 
faid of Elzas, that he was a man ſubje® to like paſſions 
as other men were, and by reaſon hereof, a truly 
good man, may ſometimes turn aſide to crooked 
paths; but this is not to be imputed to Religion, no 
more than ill manners are to be charged upon good 
Laws. Nay, indeed theſe are the effedts of Irreli- 
ig, or of the imperfect ſtate of Religion in this 
life. If a Phyſitian preſcribes an excellent method 
of cure, and the Patient obſerves ſome of the dire- 
&ions, and negle& others, and the cure be incom- 
plete; this is no blemiſh to the Phyſician or his Art, 
but the blame intirely reſts upon the Patients head. 
Religion gives us excellent rules for the conduct of 


our lives unto perfection and happineſs; but if men 


do not walk according to theſe rules, we may ſay 
with theApoſtle, Let God be true, andevery man a Lyar. 
Let every man, whetber Religious or [rreligious, bear 
his own burthen, but why ſhonld Religion ſuffer for 
mens extravagancies? This is all that can be ſaid, Re- 
ligion does not make Men Angels, infallible tn their 
jadgments, immutable in their goodneſs: and is no 
Phyſician to be prized but ke who cures all diſeaſes? 

Thirdly, Religion hath waſht her hands from all 
the guilt of mens mifcarriages. [n all Courts or 
Councils, thoſe that enter their proteſts againſt un- 
righteous fentences are held innocent. Now Re- 
ligion hath entered its proteſt againſt all the difor- 
ders of its Diſciples;3 Religion has bound its yoke 
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upon all of them. What if ſome Religious.men be 
ſeditious or rebellious againſt Magiſtrates, Religion 
- hath proteſted againſt it, Roz2.13. I. Let every Soul 
be ſubjeF to the higher powers, and if men forget their 
duty, Religion commands to put them in mind tobe 
ſubje@ to principalities and powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 
Tit. 3.1. If perſons profeſſing godlinels be perverſe 
or ſtubborn Servants, Religion hath declared a- 
gainſt it. Servants be ſubjed to your Maiters with all 
fear, not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the fro» 
ward. 1'Pet. 2. 18, ' And the like obligation Regli- 
gion hath laid upon every relation: Hnsbands-mmu 
love their Wives, as Chriſt loved his Church, Epheſ: 5. 
25. And Wives muſt bein ſubjedion to their own Huſ: 
bands. At their peril be it, if they will dare to 
violate theſe ſacred injunfions, but if they do, 
yer there 1s no reaſon Religion ſhould bear the 
blame : that hath laid its commands upon all its fol- 
towers, to carry themſelves in every relation and 
condition with all care: and ſweetneſs. Tt allows 
no mans unrighteous, churliſh, moroſe, un-neigh- 
 bourly deportment. But whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are hoveſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good report : if there 
be any virtug, and if there be any praiſe, we-muſi 
think of theſe things. Philip. 4.8. It commands that 
every one that names the name of Chriſt, ſhould depart 
from iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. and charges Chriſtians, 
as they tender its honour, to take heed to their a- 
tions. Let as many Servants ar are under the yoke 
of Chriſt, count thejr own Maſters worthy of all honour, 
that 
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foz Religion, 


that the name of God and þis DoGrine be not blaſe 
phemed, I Tim 6.1, Religion diſowns and diſclaims 
thoſe pretendets that act contrary to theſe rules, yea 
and hath commanded us to diſown them too. Now 
we command you brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that you withdraw your ſelves from every 
brother that walketh diſorderly, 2 Theſi3.6. T have 
written to you, if any man that is called a brother be a 
" Bfornicatour, or covetous, or an Idolatour, or a railer, 
L Wor a drunhard, with ſach an one, no not to eat. 1 Cor. 
* BF: Lt. It forbids all irregularities, under the highelt 
penalties: Neither fornicatours, nor Tdolaters, nor 2+ 
aulterers, &*6, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, nay, 
t ſeverely puniſheth all obliquities. - Chriſt hath or- 
dained a ſtrict diſcipline, which if it were faithfully 
executed, would effeftnally purge out all thoſe per- 
ons, for whoſe ſakes Religion ſuffers. There are alſo 
fpiritual, and moſt rremendous puniſhments, which: 
Religion doth inflict upon unſound profeſſors, by 
Iving them up to 4 reprobate mind, and ſeared con- 
'S BGence, to damnable hereſte and apoſtaſie' from Re- 
i- Woion, to Atheiſm and Popery,, of which we have 
e, FWequeat inſtancesz Religion thus purging out its il] 
re Fmours, and abandoning its rotten members, of 
77 hom we may ſay as St. John does, I Ep. John. 2.19. 
They went out from us, but they were not of us, for if 
Jo bey had been of us, they would no doubt hive conti- 


at Bied with us. Tna word, Relipion doth more tole- 
rt Fire the world from all manner of injuſtice and 
ns, pickedneſs than any thing elſe whatſoever. For 
4q- 


tboth binds the righteous Iaws of men, upon the 
Ae Fonſcience with the authority of God, and it 
threatens 
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threatens the violators of them with ſeverer puniſh- 
ments than Magiſtrates can inflict: ſo thatif Religi- 


on doth not reſtrain men, nothing will. "Tis ſufi- 


cient that Religion hath don its part, and therefore 


ought inall reaſon and juſtice to be excuſed. I can- 
not but obſerve the groſs unrighteouſneſs of men, 


'that for ſome few |te inſtances of Rebellion or Se- 


dition amongſt profeſlors, take occaſion to condemn 
Religion, whereasif they look into the Hiſtoriesof 
Other Nations, or .of former ages in this, they ſhall 
find twenty inſtances to one of - the ſame fins ig 


_ perſons that never made any ſhew of Religion. 


Nor hath Religion only given excellent rules to o- 
blige Subjects to obedience to their Rulers, and a 
patient ſuffering under them, but alſo there have 
been divers remarkable inſtances of Chriſtians pra. 
Ctifing this rule, and quietly ſubmitting to thoſe pe- 
nalties which probably by force they might have 


avoided, and therefore it is a cleer evidence of mens 


malignant Giſpolition againſt Religion, that they 
take occafion to condemn it from the ill examples of 
ſome, rather than to commend it from the good ex- 
amples of others, as the laws of Civility and Charity 
oblige them todo. 

Caution or inſtruction. 

Firſt, To the enemies of Religion. 

Secondly, To its Friends. | 

Thirdly, To all. 

Firſt, To the enemies of Religion. Take heed 
of this finful pradtice of ſpeaking evil of Religion 
for any mens pretended or real miſcarriages. We 
live in times wherein mens mouths are open againſt 

| Religion 
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Religious they are"not contented to'condemn the 


actions of "Religious mer, - but from thence: both 
weakly and wickedly infer that allReligion is but a 
cheatand impoſture, 'and/ men are ivery-apt to'drink 
m ſuch curſed ſuggeſtions,* and: tofollow ſuchiperni- 


 ciouvgexamples: This thereforeEcaution/you againlt. 


Whoever thou art that doftſo; conſider - 
Firſt, Herein thou art the Devils friend , thou 


- doſtihis work and:mayſtexpeCt his wages;' Religion 


is Gods great Inſtrument to diſlolve the works of the 


* Devil; and no wonder.if heilabours to-diſparage it 


and make it ineffettual: Whoeveris the engine;/you 
may. be ſure the hand of :Joab'is in this'matrer , and 
'tishethat ſets men upon this work 5 hereby he har- 
dens-men againſt 'God;; and exaſperates. God again(t 
meit.;!Forbe flared of it,: God is verp tender of the 
bonoorof Reſigivn; and hethartoucherbehat; ronch- 


-.'Secondly; 'Hereinthowartthy owneneiny 3 when 
thou openeſtithy:mouth againſt 'Relkgonuppmany 
pretence whatſdeyer:/ L may fay,as Solomon did con- 
cerning? Adonieh, 4: th3 Lord: lives thou ſpeakeſt this 
#vainſÞihine-own bead. ('Poſlibly ſome . profetiors of 
Religion have given thee accafion;and thou art glad 
of ':iitz as wicked men uſually ar& borh-at:rhe (ins-and 
fufferings of Gods It, *thouph\nonechave.tiefs 
eaufe' for iti'3 464.1280 74 7686 it theaurortd becauſt 
of offences: T heblamenFfiehe offepceviltrett upon 
the head ofthim that is the:caule of 'it;abut the mil< 
chief of it redounds: tothe wicked 'whrid;: and moſt 
of:.alkto thearthar: take 4he grehteſtipleafuset in it 
The\apghter: is\but liks ther-ol onentiaphreolie; 
TJ / an 
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at indication. of | his: diſeaſe +;a8d, ar preſage of his 
death. Conhder Fbeleceh you, f ever you.come 
to Heaven, you muſt love ns and imitate the 
lives of lain perſons. | High:and honourable 
thoughts of Religion. are. the firſt entrance intoa 
ſtate of cooveriion 4nd: ſalvation; ſo:loog as a man 


bath Religion in- contempt, be is far frota the King» 


Secondly, Caution te the! friends and. profeſſors 
of Religion. 1OLED © 3015TH4! - 
Firſt, Abuſe not. ithis Dofteine to carcleſnefs. 
Peradventure ſome may: reaſdn- thus, Becauſe un- 
godly men are forward to ſpeak evil: of Religion 
without cauſe, therefore it matters not how -:the 
carry. themfelyes towards therms. Whither they pleaſe 
or offend) them;.; Butthis, ts a; dangerous 'oiſtake, 
they will take-gecafion, biit you myſt cot /give- it, 
but. rather follow the Apoſtles pattern... 2 Cor. 11, 
12; What I'do-thet T will do, that:T may tut off oc- 
caſion from them that deſire occaſton; Religion com: 
mands you. not only. to pleaſe God, : but others as far 
as yOu ay. +: Hogs. 15. 2. Let every one of. ns pleaſe 
his neighbour, for bis good to tedification: Religion 
doth not only forbid to offend God, but men, 1 Cor: 
't0..32«: Give: one bffence, neither to the Jews, nor to 
Gentiles, nor tothe Chute of God, It tequires: yout 
ſpecial care: an ciraomſpeGtion towards irangers 
or enemies, Col. 4. 5- Walk in wiſdow towards Shew 
that are without; and there is gteat reaſon for it, 
that the name of God and his DoiFrive be not blaſphem- 
.ed. .1 Tix. 6, 1, ;Fhis was the ground of Didbid's 
pious refolution- Pfal. 393 1:1 it ſeill £3 will take heed To 
C my 
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my mouth 45 with's bridle, while the wicked ir before 
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Secondly, Learnhenceto live above the cenſures 
_ of evil: men: be not+ diſcouraged wm ; or driven 
from.any of. the-ways.of Godby all thei reproactt- 
co.and calumnies: you have feeniyou muſt not ne- 
celiarily give them offencez 'now you ſee you muſt 
not beruled and -guided- by their ' offence; © In 
ſhort, you muſt neither: regard their offence* too 
lite, nof too much: +Therules this, (a' things in- 
differeat, you muſtbea Willow, and rot's& Oak, do 
what lies in your power.ro comply with 'them} 'to 
pleaſe and winthem, but in matters of 'evident duty, 
you muſt be an Oak, and not'a'Willow ; 'as Luther 
exprefies a. You-:maſtfollow the example of ont 
Befled Saviour, who when-be was told that the 
Phariſees were offended at his Dodrioe, he palſeth 
it by with contempt, and-this anſwer, Pvery plant 
which my Heavenly Father hath not planted, ſhall be 
rooted up. Let-theaw alone: theybe blind leaders of the 
bland. - And if the blind lead the blind, they ſhell both 
fall ito the Ditch. Mat. 15. 13,-14.\'From whence 
Divines have drawn this conclufion, that the ſcan- 
dal of proud Phariſees is to be negleted. IF once 
it comes to-this'dilemma, that a man muſt offend 
God or Men, the need not take day to confider, 
it is calie tofell whichito chooſe. Py +5 
» Thirdly, Learm-hence to -maintain'the honour of 
Religion. if wicked mens.mouths* be open againſt 
it, let not 'your mouths be ſhut, 'but open, for the 
| E 2 defence 
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defence, of ty Take heedof thatnd leſs danperaus, 
than comman, lin of+being-afhamed: of Religion; 
remembring that ſevere, but-righteous, ſentence of 
our Saviours,::hofoetier ſhall-be aſhamed of me, and 
of my word: ,in this: #dulterous. aud: ſinful generation, 
of him alſo-ſball the; $0n of man; beraſhamed, when be 
cameth. in the glory of-his Father,; with he: boly "angels. 
Mark,8.38. and: Mat::12+ 30: He that is not with me, 
3s againſt me.; and he that gatbereth not with 'me, ſcat- 
tereth abroad. It &-4:part: of ; the:'Prophets charge 
againſt the Jews, that:#hey are not waliant for the trath 
upon the earth: Jer.9:3+ Wicked menare not alhamed 
to wear-the Devils:Livery, -and-why ſhonkd you'be 
aſbamed. to.wear Gods? I beſeech'' you content not 
yourſelves. withowning; Religion in your hearty, 
Chriſt ashe-deſeryes,lo heexpedts;cyour mouths and 
tongues alſo; Row. 10.9: Jf thai: ſhalt confeſt with thy 
month, the Lord Jeſwur, and;ſbalt believe in thy heart thin 
fhalt.be ſaved. T hus David was not ſatisfied with hav- 
ing:the word of Gad hidiin his heart; but ſaith, 7 will 
ſpeak, of. thyteſiitmonies befare Kings, and will not be 
aſhamed, Pfal. 119.46. and. (which makesthe argu- 
ment wore ,forcible); the Kings. of his time: were 
Pagans, both ſtrangers.and open enemies toReligion. 
Fourthly , Carry-your ſelves ſo circumſpectly; 
that you May. give no advantage to the enemies of | 
Religion, . that-you may ſtop the mouthrof calumny, 
ſo the Apoſtle counſels us; -1 Pet: 3; 16: Having a good 
£onſcience', that whereas they, ſptak; evil of you, as of 
evil. doers, they, may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your 
good converſation 'in Chriſd, and again, 1 Pot. 2. 15- 
| - For 
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' Forſb 35.thi will of God,” that 'ngyhiwell doing you put 
#0 ſilence the ipnoranice- of fooliſh: ren. * Take heed 


.eſpecially: of thoſe 'ipraGices, which open the: months 


-of ungodly 'men- againſt Religion; particularly 


Te: Avoid all afteGed and unneceſfary-fingularity 
10 words, 'geſtures; habits, c&c:'Fhere' is one kind 
of ſfiagularity you mult 'always- maintain, vis."the 
fingularity of a holy. life, Eph: 4. 17. This 1 ſay there- 


fore, and teſtifie,in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk. 


not ar other Gentiles walk + and Exod. 23. 2. Thou ſhalt 
'\not follow a"neltitude to do evil. \- Noah's (ingularity:ts 


mentiondd' to' his honour, Thee ( only) have 1:ſcer: - 


righteous before: me in this Generation - :and Lot's: (in- 


gularity,: whereby he differed from the reſt: of the - 
'Sodomites, 'is:remembred'to his praiſe: in\both Te- - 


ſtaments. © Nay the very Heathen: Sezece jaſfifieth 
this ſingularity; io his/Diſcourſe De Conſtantia Sapit 
ents,” Non reſpicit ſapiens quid homines turpe judicent 
aut miſerum; n01 it qua populur5 ſed ut: dera'com- 
trarium mmmndo iter intenduut, ita bic adverſis opint- 
oem omninn vadit, that is, A wiſe or good 'man'icdoth 
»0d regard what men judge diſhonourable.or miſerable 3 
he does not go in the common road, but as the coutſe of 
the Stars is contrary to that of the lower world; ſo-heats 
contrary to the opinion and praitice of the generality 
of men, | Worle therefore than: Heathens are: they 
who dare open-their mouths again(t this fingularity; 
andcall it preciſenefs, -or peeviſhne(s or humour, cc. 
which indeed; coming from fuch mouths, are rather 


titles of honour, than imputations of __— But 


the ſingularity. that I warn. you - againit, 1s that 


which. : 


— 


which lies in little thidgs,' in the. affetotion- of 
words, phraſes, tones, geſtures, Oc. againſt which 
the ſame Sevece ſpeaks' pertinently and excadllently, 
Ep. 5. Intas ownid fit difſemilia, ſrour noſftre popa- 
lo conveniat, id agamms ut meliorem vitan ſequammr 
quam vnigws, non wt coutrarian; alioqut quot emen- 
dare volumus ſug ves. Temperetur vita ivter bono; 
more3 & publicos, ſuſpiciant omnes vitam- voſiram. ſed 
© agnoſtant. Let our iwfide be as unlike the people as 
meay be; and orr ontfide gs like 10. theme. let this be our 
care; that our coxrſe of living be better than theirs, but 
08. contrary, leſt otherwiſe me drive: away thoſe whon 
we world reclaim. Ut 15 flees our courſe beltveen that 
converſation which is beſt, and that which 3s moſh in 
uſe. Let 'our | manner of life be ſuch that they may re- 
verence it, but get ſuch alſo that they may nnderfland 
#., T:cannotitharefore approve of any uncooth ge- 
ſtures or tones, or..other atfefted' fingularities in any 
Chriſtian, and leaſt of all in Miniſters z yet thus 
much [muſt ſay, there.is no reaſon why men ſhould 
deſpiſethe Ordinances of :God for ſuch circumſtan- 
tiat-and:trivial indecencies, /or refuſe their food,;be- 
cauſe it 'is'not \{erved up in a Lordly Diſh. Nor 
thould it be :thought ft or \unteaſouable;, if 
fuch as have an inwardipaſtion for Religion, diſco- 
ver it tn their outward man, by ſome unuſual fignih- 
cations. I muſt not gdſſemble, I cannot /but eſteem 
it another token of mens malevolence againſt Reli- 


gion, "that' they can diſpenſe: with theſe'very things, 


or more indecent poſtures, from perſons tranſported 
with love or any other paſſion, .which chey ſo ſe- 
verely cenſure in perſons that are fir'd with zeal 
for 
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for God and for the goed of ſouls; / arid becauie 

they have no ſenſe of theſe: things in themſelves, 

they conclude there-iy none. in; others: alſo, and 

judge alt tra be but hypocritical fitionz but although 

ſach Cenſarers/ are never: the; better, yet -[ wiſh I 

could prevail wich» all ſerious Miniſters and Chriſti- 

If as 60 watch againſt ſuck things, ro [trive with cher 

FF own temper;; and to redeem themfelves from ſuch 

JF il Habirs and. euftoms;vwhicth fome' peradventare 
have coftrated; 1 woufd entreat you to.cvalider, 
that,” r. Religion dothi not oblige yauto them'z. that 
conſiſts tos in meats and drinks, and phrafes and ge- 
ſtuxes 5 but in righteouſueſt a4d:prace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghofd.' 2. Religign obljgeth you agaiaſt them, 
the' great edmriiand of the 'Golpel is, Let all things 
be done to 'edificetion 5.and\we'malt according to the' 
Apoftles oratkice, I Cor, 9. \22. become all Sa to 
all men, if by aty means we may ſave ſome. And: tet 
meadd,-what Chriſtiags haply do not fufficicatly. 
cohfider;” that they ought to have . a. more: ſpecial 
care of thofe whom chey ate too apt to'deſpile; I 
mean of ungodly men, (whom ſuch affeftations do- 
filt with prejudice again(t Religion) as the Phyfici- 
afs chief care lies towards thoſe that are moſt dif- + 
eaſed. And foraſmuch ay the converſion of finners: 
is a more noble and neceſſary. work than the edifi- 
cation'of Saints, Chriſtians ſhoald in- this, as_in all 
other -parts and kinds of converſation, ſo: demean 
themſelves, 'as they may not prejadice any againſt, 
bur rather win them to the love and: ways of 


2s Take heed of injuſtice, fraud;.or: falſeriefs in, 


your: 


> ” PAS **. 9 Ys. 4 
A Apology , 


your words, trades} atd adtions,;!; This is that. which 
opens the mouths of; wen. wide_agaipſt Religion, 


and wo to theni that give the. ogcaſion,' but. let ſuch. 


vain pretenders toReligion know;. that godlineſs is 
nothing worth which'is not-attended with righteou(- 
neſs, and the grace of God, whereſaeyer It,isin truth, 
will teach a man to live ſoberly arid righteouſly as well 
as godlily in the world. All:that are truly, gaod will not 
only make conſcience of i ſexving.God, but will alſo 
. provide things honeſt in the feb of ren, Rom12:17.S0 
1 Cor. 6g; Know ye not that the. ntrrighteons ſhall not in- 
 berit the Kingdom of Gods: that is, are you-loignorant 
of the principles of the Oratles of God, as not to un- 
derſtand fo:plain and-importagt atruth > The Rules 


beyond or: defraud hicnBrother. in. aug. matter, becau/e- 


the Lord Le Ihe Re of ell-fach. Theres a vul- 
gar reproach, Profeſſors afReligion-will not ſiyear, 


but they, will lye loudly. | Will.they-ſa 2, then (et a; 
mark pon them. :That cman;that;will Jye, op: cheat. 


or falfifie\his word; and allow: himfelf inthe uſual 
pradice of theſe things, 'lef him-know, andet.others 
takenotice of it, his:AeNigion t,10-yain, ;nor's Re- 
ligion concerned ig|his' miſcarriages? In the ;mean 
time! you ſee what,necefſity;there-lieg;upon, all. ;that 
tear'Gad,; to avoicth(uch. wicked practices. Gn «+ 

3+ Take heed of ſcandalous ſins3;you muſtfindeed; 
make conſcience of avoiding allfin, it being-the cha-; 
racter of every. truly ;good man to. be,.the. ſame in; 


ſecret, where none but Gad, (ces, that he js þefare the; 


whole world - But in eſpecial manner you- muſt; 
take heed! of notorious. figs 5i for ' hereby! GQvd- is 
| publickly 
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publickly diſhonoured, and the ſouls of others infi- 
nitely wounded, and Religion highly 'disgrac'd. 
He that is not deeply affeRed with theſe confidera- 
tions, [ may ſay, hath not one'dram of true Religion 
in him. : | 

4. Take heed of relative fins, 'tis a great honour 
to Religion, when thoſe that profeſs it carry them- 
ſelves well in all their Relations, when religious 
perſons are the beſt Husbands, the beſt Wives, the 
beſt Maſters, the beſt Servants, and let me add, the 
beſt Neighbours and' Friends. For do not think 
Religion doth. either require you or allow you to 
be unneighbourly or unſociable. *'Tis true there 
needs caution in this matter, that a man do not par- 
take of the fins of others, that he doth not ciaintain 
mtimate' or unneceſſary familiarity with groſly vi- 
tious perſons, but, in other cafes, Religion commands 
courtelie and kindneſs, be pitiful, be conrteons, 1 Pet. 
3. 8, Unſpeakable is the hurt which that' filly ,SeR 


| among us doin this reſpet, by making the world. 


believe, that Religion teaches them il] mantets. _ 

5: Take heed of pride and paſſion. I join thetn 
together, becauſe they uſually go together, ozly by 
pride cometh contention, Prov. 13.10. Theſe (ins are* 
odious in all men, but eſpecially in perſons profel(- 
fing godlineſs, becauſe it diretly contradicts the 
great command-and:example' of their Lord and Sa- 
viour, Learn of me ſor I ans meek and lowly. 

6. Take heed of indifcreet zea), without due 
reſpect to perſons, or places, or things; heteby ma-' 
ny men have done great miſchief to Religion, even 
when they have deſign'd _ advantage-of it; we 
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are. cammanded to be wiſe as. Serpents, as well as 
inrocent as Doves: and Chriſtians have great need 
ro pray ta God for wiſdom, nat only for their own 
ſafe condutt to eternal life, but allo for the preyen+ 
tion of theſe diſhonours which they may bring up» 
on Religion by their, follies and.1imprugences, 
3--.Caution to all, .I befeech you do Religion, 
and your ſelves that right, not to. judge of it by 
the cenſures and calumnies: of evil minded men; re- 
member though-they ſhall. anſwer for- theiy-wicked- 
neſs, you ſhall not go free.z if, by their falſe ſugge- 
ſtians you be induced to any, contempt-ar. diflike of 
Religion, you ſhall aſſuredly periſh,. and your blood 
will be upon your own head. 1f,the blind lead the 
blind both ſhall fall into-the Ditch. . Canſider alſo you 
have been forewarn'd of this: miftake, and yonr:own 
reaſon muſt needs allow this inference, thatiitReli- 
gion be not to be valued by the;lives. of. goad:men 
(becauſe. they came unſpeakably ſhort ofthe Rules 
and Precepts of it) much leſs is it to be meaſured by 
the ſJanders of wicked men, - There are three juſt 
exceptions againſt the teſtimony of ungodly men 
againſt Religion. 4 +530: 220 
» I. They are ignorant. How witty or learned. fo- 
ever they be in other matters, they are deeply igno- 
rant of the concerns of Religion, and therefore ſpeak. 
evil of that which they underſiand not. They ſay 
there is no ſuch thing in. the world. as Religion, that 
it is nothing but fancy, or paſſion, 0x impoſture and 
defignsz and they may in part think ſo,; becauſe in- 
deed they know nothing of the realy, of: Religion, 
as one ſaid, whoſe profeſſipn-- ſhould: have tanght: 
plete c _—_ 


um mM oe Hf a kFt<= a oa co co cull, IT. 7 


LM 


— 


”” 


him better thiops;” he wen orig. but 
when a man-targed from #4 Jew or a Heathen to be- 
 lieve'in Chriſf;z Religioa 15 not tobe known, but by 
an faward ſenſe and taſk. Taff ad ſie that the Lord 
#\gopdl; Pal. 34.8. If /o be you have t1ſted that the 
Lore if gracions, tPet."2. 3: It is therefore no won- 
der; if ungodly men Trepreſeht Religion to them- 
ſelves and others as phantaſtical, burthenſum, and 
flaviſh, becauſe they fee only the outlide of it, which 
is the uhcotnly and-troubleſom part of it, but are 
profoundly ignorant of theinfide of it, in which the 
beauty and pleaſure of it'conlifts; The inward work 
and aCtings of grace ih the foul, acquaintance and 
communion with God inChriſt, .the conlolations of 
the: Holy Spirit,” joy and peace id believing, trium- 
phant hopes of eternal gory, "theſe things to them 
are'a/ Terrd intoghita,, an utidifcovered part of the 
world;! or rather a meer Vro9p/4 or Fiftion. Now 
what priident man will venture his ſalvation upon 
the report of ſach unleirned *and} unexperienced 
perſons in theſe matters? by the ſame reaſod, by 
which I am'obliged to believe the beft Artiſts in their 
ſeveral profeſſions, T am alſo'obliged to'rejet and 
flight the teſtimony of illiterate Novices, ſuch as 
theſe are inthe affairs of Religion. 

2; They are interefled perſons. They are brib'd 
apainſt Religion, not only by the cenſures of others, 
and by the” common cry (which eaſily carries away 
ſuch unſtable ſouls) but alſo by their own luſts.. 
Religion hath an enemy»inevery mans breaſt, every 
finful'defire and*mclination which a man bath, de- 
fignsnothivg leſs than the*extirpation.of Religion, 

T3 which 
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_ which is the only thing it dreads, - and-. therefore 


khates., according. to the . known, Maxim. Now 
what man in his wits will run. ſo great, a hazard, as 
the Joſs of an immarta] ſoul and an.eternal life, upon 
the teſtimony of interelled, perſons?. Perit, judicinmr 
cum res tranit in afſeFum, That mans opinion is lit- 
tle worth, which is byaſſed.by his intereſt and afſe- 
Fions. | 

3. They-are enemies and malicious perſons; they 
owe Religion a [pite, and their hearts are full of 
malice. againſt_it, as I have already proved by:.di- 
vers inſtances. _ F da.not. ſay. they hate Religion, 
for it ſelf, but they.-hate jt upon other grounds, part- 


* ly out of envy at. that luſtre which they cannot at- 


tain, partly out of revenge agaioſt their Judge, and 
principally out of love to. their, ſinful. luſts 3-but 
whatever is the cauſe the effe& is evident, they hate 
God and are enemies to. Religion, as any prudent 
man will eaſily diſcern; and therefore their teſti» - 
mony hath no weight nor force init agajaſt Religion. 
Religion is not to be.evil thought of, either becauſe 


| of the miſcarriages of, its friends, or the cenſures of 


its enemies, which leads me to .the ſecond Do-. 
ctrine, vis. | 

| As it is the duty of all; ſoitis the practice of thoſe. 
that are wiſe and good, to juſtifie Religion, not- 
withſtanding all the miſgarriages of its friends, -and. 
cenſures of its enemies. | X 

' The ſubjed& of this Propoſition. is. the. juſtification 
of Religion. What Fan parals implies hath in part 
been told before, and will hereafter be more fully- 
explained.: At preſent this may ſuffice, as God: 
| : juſtifieth . 
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jaſtifreth a'finner wheti' he #bſglves him from all the 
guilt of his former fins, and from all the cenſures 
and accufations 'of the Devil and his' own conſci- 
ence, and holds him for innocents 9 do we juſtifie 
Religion, when we acquit it from all the'cenſtres 
and 1mpittations of ungodly" and unworthy men a- 
gainſt it, when we heartily approve of it, when we 
think and ſpeak honourably of it upon all occaſions, 
; when we credit and adorn it by our ations. This 
| juſtification'of Religion, notwithſtanding the miſ- 
| carriages of its friends, and cenſures of its enemies, 
| x; [s:the duty of all. No men are more deeply ob- 
p tigedto the practice of this duty, than they that leaſt 
erform it; 'than the maligners and cenſurers of Re- 
gion : becauſe Religion 1s the only Phyſick and 
cure for- a loſt foul, which none need more than 
: ſuch 'undone and deſperate creatures. This is one 
| of the firſt ſteps to ſalvation; it is molt certain, till a 
' ' man juſtifie Religion, he will never love it, nor 
| chuſe'it , noF''give bp Himſelf entirely to it: the 
Scribe who' did approve of: Religion and at holy 
life, our Saviour (aid of him, thox art not far fron 
the Kingdom of God, Mark 12.34. And on the con- 
trary, ſalvation is far from the wicked, (aiththe Pſal- 
miſt; P/al.119: 155. —_ they ſeek not thy States : 
and they'that do not juſtifie and approve of' Gods 
Statutes will never ſeek them. 
2: [tis the praftice of thoſe that-' are wiſe and 
good; and that, | 
'1. Becauſe they are wiſe; their wiſdom enables 
them- to diſtinguiſh aright. 'Tis the folly of un- 
godly men, that they can not diſtinguiſh and henee 
It. 
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it comes to. paſs that they charge the faults of men 
upon Religion, and 1mpute the, miſcarriages. of hy- 
pocritical,Profeflors to ſerious Chriſtians. But true 
wiſdom, teaches mento diſtioguiſh (1.) betweenper- 
ſons; .and..perfons,; between pretenders.and-.fincere 
Chiſtiags:l would not.conntenance. that; fond eonceit 
of, ſome . who pretend. to a ſpirit of diſcerning is 
this ſenſe, that they can diſtinguiſh between hypo- 
crites and,fincere, perſons,- as Saint Peten could diſ- 
cern the falſe-heartedneſs of $7#10n-Magns, Ads 8, 
23. For J. perccimeithat thou art in the gall of bitter- 
neſi, and in. the bond of iniquity. For neither are 
theſe men.Peters ſucceſiors, nor did Peter (for any. 
thing that appears from the Text) perceive it any 
other. way, than by obſcrving the effects of a naugh- 
ty heart, and.-Judging. of the Tree by 'the Fruits 
which: we alſo may :;do, and-;thoſe that are wiſe can 
do. , They canin{ome goadmealure ſeethrongh the 
varoiſh and pretence of hypocritical: Profeſſors, .and 
therefare, they. ſeldom! or. .never chasge.the miſde- 
meanoyrs: of. ſych- perfons upon thoſe, that are truly 
religion ws hi hls mf to 9 holy 6 
2. Their. wiſdom helps them to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween perſons and things, betwixt Religion'and the 
Profefiprs of itz and hence. they avoid that Rock 
which; wicked: men! generally fumble at, | they do 
not impute the faults of men to-Religion.] What: is 
good in:men;they aſcribe to Religion, that hath the 
honour of it, as 1n reaſon it ſhould : what i5-evil-in 
men they .charge ypon themſelves, and their own 
=: ant where the ſhame of it ought wholly: to' 
relit. s REES TIS INES 
3. Their 
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3. Their wiſdom tielps thet' to-diftiagiilh be+ 
tween things and things, . between errout-and er- 
rour, ſin and 6n,- and (o they avoid the' vulgar 
errour of the Enemies of Religion 5 unto whom eve- 
ry miſtake of a Profe(lor of Religion is i'fundamen- 
tal-hereſie, 'every-diftemper the/Plague;' and every 
infirmity 15ithe.unpardonable'fif';3 whereby they do 
at once betray both deEÞ ignorance and deſperate 
malice : but: wiſe men diſtinguiſh, they allow for 
the: 1ofirmittes/both of hunane' nature; and' of the 
Chriſtian ſtate iv this life (a$in refſon'they ought, 
and as the gotat: God himſelF'is' pleaſed ew, and 
therefore they'netther {ſo highly: centre the {1 
Profeſſors, as others do, nor dare they charge any 
of them upon Religion: * ' FT St ARDOA aVEES 
'. 2. They jufbifie Religion becaufe*theyare good, 
and therefore judge: jaltly and tmpartially oFit; and 


that: is ſuffipient. .' Religion begs*tio mahs vote, it" 


courts no. many favour, but only demands” juſtice; 
and requires a fair tryal by equal Judges, 'which- 
good men are. They are not bribed: 'and btatfed 
by: prejudice, laſt; 'or ihtegeft;, and therefore can 
difcera' the' truth"of things/"ahd cotiſequently” the 


beauty of Religion. / 7 0 - 
- In the farther profecutiog of this Dotrine, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhow, '” | 
x3. Why we ſhould juſtifie Religion: 
2, How we (hould juſtifie it:'-and - 
. 'Apply it. 


Poa 


o 
- 


duty by theſe reaſons. 
'"x, We ſhould therefore juſtific Religton, becauſe 


ps of 


For the fieſt, I ſhall enforce the practice of this: 


God: 
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'Gad;juſtifies it. It is afe-being-on Gods-ſide, and 
let me-be bold to affirm, that ſuppoſing a man did 
fiad ſome. difficulties in Religion which he could not 
reſolve and conquer, yet he ought to-ſubmit to Gods 
-wiſdow, by an iwplicite'faith to believe what God 
faith, and by;a blind obedience to do what God re- 
quires,though he ſeeino/reaſon for it. For this is a 
Teſpet which we uſually pay to perſons eminent 
for wiſdom-and goodneſs; that we do not eaſily ſu- 
fpet or condemn their ations, though ſeemingly 
ſtrange, but rather., put a favourable conſtruction 
upon them, juftly' concluding, that; they ſee ſome 
reaſon for their ations, which we do not apprehend. 
But here we have; occaſion to renew the old com- 
plaint concerning mans perverſeneſs towards God. 
Multos erga homines eqnos reperies, erge Denm vero 
neminem. Je. ſhall meet with many perſons that paſs 
an equitable judgment wpon the ations of men, that 
Judge harſhly and unrighteouſly concerning the ways of 
God. Now God juſtifies Religion, 
I. By his Word. The juſtification of Religion is 

the great ſcope and delign. of the Holy Scripture 
there is nota line in it but hath ſome plaintendency 
that way ; andall the miracles whichare recorded in. 
Scripture (a great. number whereof are alſo acknow- 
ledged by Heathen Authors) are ſo many unque- 
ſtionable evidences' that God 'doth, and that .we 
ſhould, juſtifie Religian. 2561 | 

2. By his works. For although God doth not 
thrak fit to; turg miracles into our daily bread, nor 
immediately to puniſh every impudent. MalefaQtor 


(whom he reſeryes to ſorer puniſhments, and whom 
he 
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he never puniſheth more dreadfully than when he 
+ doth forbear to puniſh them) yet he hath not left 
himſelf, nor Religion,w'ithout witneſs in divers Ages 
of the world, nor in our Age neither. The wrath 
of God hath been revealed from Heaven againſt the un- 
rightconſneſi and ungodlineſs of 'men. God hath at 
ſundry times and. in divers manners, immediately 
and extraordinarily, pleaded the cauſe of Religion, 
ſometimes by the miraculous pref-rvations and deli- 
verances of his people in 'extremity 'of danger and 
miſery; ſometimes by a (tupendious diſcovery and 


remarkable». puniſhment of the cloſeſt (crimes of _ 


godly men3 as it hath been the obſervation of al 
Ages concerning Murthers,' 'and maty' other Villa- 
nies, of which innumerable inſtances -might be gi- 
ven, and confirmed by moſt confiderable and con- 
current teſtimonies, . which he that ſhall deny, cah- 
not, without great folly and arrogance, expe to be 
believed himſelf in any thing he affirmeth. 
2. Becauſe the grenelt Enemies of Religion are 
and have been, and will be, forc't to juſtifie it ; mul- 
titudes of Perſeoutors inthe Primitive times, *when 
they confidered the holy lives, the conſtant and Thear- 
p", ſufferings of the Chriſtians, did cry,out; Great is 
Fe God of the Chriſtians, and many wie converted 
upon that occaſion. Ungodly men are frequently 
compelled by the light of: their own conſciences, 
and by the irrefiltable evidence of things, to com- 
. end thofe holy and righteous ways of God, in which 


they will not walk; Jtis true, wicked men are. ge- 


nerally mad, and therefore it is ſaid of the; Prodi- 
gal, when he,was converted, that he came to himſelf, 
| G Luke 
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- Luke 15. 17. implying that till that time he had been 


befides himſelf. Take a wicked man in the heat of 
his youth: and luſt, and -you had: as good meet-a 
Bear robb'd-of: her Whelps, and' you may. as ſoon 
pacifie the one- as. the other. - Then. he as more 
like a brute than a-mao, not only againſt the rules 
of Religion, but againſt-all the ſentiments of rea- 
ſon, and honour, and intereſt: He ſacrificeth all to a. 
baſe and ſordid luſt : and in theſe circumſtances who 
will yalue- his-judgment? but when the mad fit is 
over, When. he recovers the uſe of his reaſon and 
conſcience, then; you ſhall-hear.him juſtifie Religion 
and condemn; himſelf. When.age: and experience 
hath made him wiſe, when ſickneſs and the approach 
af death- makes him ſerious:and:.impartial; then he 
changeth his note, and: thoſe things which were gain 


to; him,,/he now:accounts loſs, thoſe luſts which he 


formerly.doted upon, and uſed to:chew under his 
tongue like a-ſweet morſe], to think of with great 
delight, he now abhors the very remembrance of; 
thoſe good men; whom he before deſpiſed, he now 
embraceth, that Religion which he trampled under. 
his feet- as fooliſh, and contemptible., he now. ap- _ 
plaudsasthe only wiſdom, and wiſheth in vain, thagit -- 
had. been Ms choice and -portion. [An -inſtaffce 
whereof we have, Prov. 5: I1,: 12, 13. Andi(leſt 
thou mourn at the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body: are 
conſumed, and ſay; bow:have I hated inſiruGion, and 
my heart deſpiſed reproof,. and haue not .obeyged the 
voice of my Teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them 
that inſiruFed me. It hath been obſerved by ſome 
of the Heathens, 'that the: ſoul, whep it is nigh its - 

» departure 
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departure out of the body, ismore wiſe and appre- 
henſive than it was before. Thus much is certain, 
that then prejudice, humour, and'deceit vaniſh, and 
| things appear in their true and: proper ſhape, then 
men are in earneſt, and they judge impartially, and 
thenit is that they juſtifie Religion. And this hath 
not only been the prattice'of weak and fooliſh men 
(as ſome ignoraatly objeR) but of as great Wits and 
deep Stateſmen as'the world hath had, thathave then 
bewailed their contemprof Religion; and giving the 
deceitful world precedence before it. 

3. Youſhould juſtifie Religion becauſe the Devil 
oppoſeth'it.It is moſt apparent from the experience of 
this, and all former Ages,that Religianis the objeft of 
the Devils rage and malice, his '\great'defign is to 


ſtop: the courſe of-it, 'to keep'men from the' Tove '/ 


and. pradtice of it, To thisend he raiſeth calumnies 
and perſecutions, and fills the minds of men*with 
prejudices againſt it, ' and tempts religious men"to 
fin that they may difhonour it; The Devil carries 


himſelf quietly towards ungodly men, complies with - 


their inclinations, ' preſents convenient” objefs' and 
occaſions to them, gives them all furtherance in 
their evil deſigns 3 but when any man begins feri- 


ouſly to think of Religion, 'then the Devil beſtirs 
himſelf, ſometimes roaving-like # Lion; ſometimes. 
deceiving like a Serpent; theri' he ſtirs up friends to+. 
flatter' and ſeduce, -enetties to threateii and: rape, 


others: to ſlander and reproach. And wherefore is 


all this 2 What doth this 'teach- us ? even' that | 


- which:is ſaid/Goncerning! Nero, that maſt needs be- 
ſome:exceMlentthing' which ſo:envionisand malicious 
Ne | G 2 a 
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a ſpirit ſo fiercely oppoſeth.” In brief thus, mans im- 
tcre{t and the Devils are diretly oppoſite , and. 
therefore you: may ſately conclude, whatſoever pro- 
motes his. intere(t deſtroys yours. He heartily 
grudgeth- to man his reſtauration to that happineſs 
which himſelfhathirrecoverably loſt, and therefore 
he ſets himſelf againſt Religion, which he knows to- 
be the only reſtorative to loſt mans the only way 
to deliver him- from; the Devils power, and from- 
wrath to-come, and to inſtate him in the poſleſiton 
of true and endleſs bliſs. | 

4. You will never repent of the juſtification of 
Religion, onee juſtifie Religion and you will never 
condemn-it. Ungodly menare chavgelings in Reli- 
gion 5. their. Religion varies with their humour, and : 
with-rhe ſeaſon 3 they have one Religion-inthe-time 
of youth and jollity, 'another in the time of old age 
and trouble 3 one Religion when the man rules in 

them, another when the beaſt gets the upper hand; 
ſo that the whole empfoyment. of the poor ſinner is: 
all his days $0 do and undo, to build with one hand, 
and to pull down with another, to erect in health; 
and demoliſh in ſickneſs. How fall the world is of 
ſick-bed repentances is commonly obſerved, how 
true they are, 1s another queſtion; but 'tis ſufficient 
for my. purpoſe, that ſinners are then clearly con- 
vinc't, then they condemn themſelves, and their for-- 
mer ways, and caution their friends and brethren 
jn iniquity. 'Tis ſeldom or never ſeen that : they 
dare flind to their former bargain at that time : But-, 
he. that juſtifieth Religion once, will juſtifie it for 
ever, The judgment. of. a good man is ſteddy and 

fixt,. 
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fixt, as his practice is regular and' conftant 3 he ju- 
ſtifieth Religion in proſperity, and he doth no leſs in 
adverſity, when he ſuffers with it, yea though he 
ſuffer by it. He juſtifieth it in health, -and, you may 
be ſure, he doth fo in ſickneſs too. T' dare challenge 


the experience of all perſons, did you ever hear a 


man in his wits upon-a dying Bed complain” that he 


had been too religious, or condemn himſelf, that he 


had ſhghted'rhe concernments of- the preſent world 


in compariſon of it? I trow not.” No, then Religion 
appears with the moſt beautiful! face, then a' man 


finds unexpreſſible ſweetneſs and ſarisfaftion in it 3 
then a ſmile of Gods face is more worth than athou- 
ſandiworlds; when a man can ſay with good Heze- 
kiah, . Remember, -0-Lord, how*T have walked before 
thee in truth; and with a perſe@ heart. Eſa. 38. 21. 
or with Saint Pawl, I am now ready to be offered, and 


« gopd fight, Phave ffnifſht my courſe, T have kept the 


« 


righteonſneſ7,” 2 Tim. 4+ 6, 7, 8. Nay a religious twatr 
orld.! He that juſtifieth Religion now, will juſtifie 
t at the day of judgment, and for ever ;-then he will” 
efoice in, and 'bleſs God for'direQing hiny to his 
rmerichoice; when the miſerable ſinner ſhall make 
| formal recaitation of all 'his hard" ſpeeches and- 
itter- refleQions upon Religton and its Profeſfors, 
nd will fay (as 'tis repreſented inthat' Apocryphal 


e whom w2 had ſometinies indeFiſion antl 4 Proverb of 
ts "os Bw.” \ 4 Os my * 1 W / © | 
proach; 'we fools accounted bir life madneſt', knd 
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the tire of my my departure is at hand; T have fought: - 
wth.” Henceforth there is laid * for me a Crown of 
a 


arries' his! principles along with him into another / 


book called the wifdomof Solomon, Ch: 5..) This was*+ - 


his end to be without honour, how is he numbred a- 
mong the children of God, aud, his lot is among the 
Saints, we wearied our ſelves in the way of wicked- 
ne ard deſirudtion, yea we: haye;gone through Deſarts 
where there lay no way. But as for the way of the Lord 
we have not known, it. What hath pride profited ns? 
or what good hath riches with our vaunting brought 
us? Oc, | 
5. Religion, is highly juſtified-by the ſad effects of 
Irreligion; in.the world. .. This is aw argument not 
coaſiſting of . empty words, but deduced from the 
nature of, Nags: ''L, is 1 moſt ine. Carendo magis 
uan fruendo ſentinntur bona, The excellency of things 
: ra Aa 15 by the  want;than by mp MP 
of ther, \ Fhe.darkneſs and (ad effects of the night, 
commend to usthe.uſe and.gxcellency. of the: Sun and 
day light ; conſider with me, I beſeech you, the dole- 
ful eſtate of this degenerate Age. and Nation. How 
are men (not by Poetical fition, but too traly) 
transformed into Swine,and Goats, and Serpents, and 
Tygers3,,nay, .in-truth, Iwrong. the: Beafts, by the 
compariſan z.,men .are much. the worſe bruits of the 
two, they far outdo them in filthineſs, deceit, perfi- 
diquſnels, fierceyels, and rage... Whence is it that 
men ;do; {o. walſe their; conſciences| with hideous 
crimes; blaſt ; their. reputations, and, render them- 
ſelyes.the.{cora, qf-all ſerious and; prudent-men,; fill 


their, bodies: with loathſome diſeaſes, reduce their ||. 


eſtates to a fmor(el,of bread?-Is it not for want of 
Religion 3, which, where it is obſerved, is an effetu- |. 
al fence to. 4!l. theſe2; Whence is. that;Proverb-veti- 
fied,. that Que.manis :aiWalf,..a Devihto-another, | 

{i : but 
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itthat Children are ſo ſtubborn and rebe 
'Servants are ſo froward, unfaithful; and* 
becauſe they want Religion to teach 
their feveral dutys?Whence arethe diforders in King- 
'domis, - that Superiours' do not rule well,” that inferi- 
ours do nat obey-well;” that all do not live'in mutual 
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.but for want of Religion to control} their untnanly,' 


unchriſtian, unruly paſſions 3 look into many Fami- 
lies, whence are all 'the breaches, contentions, and 
diviſions there? whence is it that Husbands and 


- Wives are ſo falfe, ſo unnatural and unkind one to 
'another ? and that notwithſtanding the manifeſt com- 
mand-of God tothe contrary, and the Oath and ſa- 
cred Tye which God hath bound upon them,. which - 
their own expreſs conſent hath made indiffolable bur - 
by death, thatthey do fo eafily, ſo unneceſſarily;and - 
ſo frequently ſeparate one from\another? 'Whenee is 


. 
» 


love ands amity 2 What is the 'true cauſe 'of trimvlts 


and ſedition? Not Religion, as is falſly pretehded, 
bur'irreligion 3: witnels Jam. 4.1. From whenee come 


wars and fightings amongiF yon? come they mot hence, 


even of your Infts that war' in your members? Which 
itis the great buſineſs of Religion to/mortrfie. © Me- 
thinks Thear the cries of thouſands whole irreligion 
hath conſumed their Eſtates ,, and' ſhortned their - 
"days, and hurry'd them before their time into ano» -- 
'ther world, crying out, as they-ſay was written up- 
on” Serndcheribs Tomb , ws iu tg5y ivenBis tro,. Look 
to me and learn to be godly. * Wicked men in Scrip- 


ture are compared to the Horſe ard the Mule that have 


n6 nnderſlanding, whoſe months muſt be held with a - 


Bit or Bridle, Pſal. 32.9, This Bridle is a: 
| an 


enforce - 


and when you ſee theſe Horſes in humane ſhape,run 


furiouſly.away, breaking through all Hedges of re- 


ſtraints, venturing upon precipices, prancing in the 
mid(t of higheſt dangers, it is. an evidence. that the 
Horſe hath caſt his Bridle or his Rider. This was 4- 
brahims inference, Gen. 20. 11. 1 thought ſurely the 
fear of God is not in this place, and they will ſlay me 
for my Wiſes ſake. And as much may be gathered 
from Nehem. 5.15. But. jo did not I (that is as prece- 
dent Governours did, oppreſs and grind the people ) 
becauſe of the fear ef: God. Nay the very common 
af. legal Inditements againſt notorious Offen- 
vince this, being uſhered in with this 
Wot having the fear of God before their eyer. 
I muſt acknowledge I am very apt to believe, that 
. one principal reaſun why God ſuffers ſuch abomina- 
ble wickedneſles, and miſchiefs. conſequent upon 
them, .to break forth is, that it might be a givine de- 
duftio a4 abſurdum, that by the diſmal effefts of ir- 
religion, the worſt of men might be forc't to ſee the 
excellency and neceſlity. of Religion. 

6. If you do aat juſtifie Religion, the. Heathens 
will condemn you... Who although they. did not 
underſtand the doGrinal myſteries of Religion, yet 
they -have in a great meaſure juſtified the practice 
of it. Yea there are divers praftices of. religious 
men, which our Chriſtian Heathens cenſure and 
deride, which thoſe more ſober Heathens have ap- 
proved and commended. To give two or three in- 
{tances.- If any man among us hold faſt the truth, 
.and reſolutely perſiſt in virtuous and pious ations, 


notwithſtanding all the reproaches, loſſes, and 
ſuffer- 


{ 
£ 
- 
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ſufferings, which he may meet with. If any man 
will quit his part in Paris for that in Paradiſe ( as 
one ſaid.) our modern Hearhens make ſuch a man 
the objec of their mirth and ſcorn. So did not the 
wiſe Heathens : In ea (5.e. honeſlate.) autem perſe- 
quenda, omnes cruciatus corporis, omnia pericula mor- 
tis atque exilii parvi ſunt ducenda, was the ſpeech of 
Cicero pro Archia Poeta, 1. e. In the proſecution of 
virtuous actions, a man ſhould lightly eftrem all the 
tortures of the body, and the utmoſt perils of death or 
exile. So Seneca Ep. 66. Ad omne pulchram vir bo- 
nus ſine cunFatione procarrit: ſlet licet carnifex, ſtet- 
tortor, atque ignis,perſeverabit, nec quid pſſuggs, ſed quid 
fſadurus ſit, adſpiciet, &- ſe honeſte rei tanquam bono 
op credet. ' A good man will make haſte to the exe- 
cution of any. good purpoſe, though the' executioner be at 
hand, with all the inſlruments of. torture, yet he will 
perſevere, and not ſo much _—_ what he ſhall ſufs 
fer, as what he ſhould do, and will truſt himſelf with 
a good cauſe, as with a virtuous and generous friend. 
Again, if any Chriſtian make Religion his great bu- 
ſinels, and command all his other concerns or. occa- 
fions to ſtoop to it, and- govern. all: his worldly af- 
fairs by itz' ſuch a one in the new (tyte of the Hea- 
thens of the Jaſt Edition 1s but a grave Fop, he be- 
comes the Song of the Drunkards, the ſport of the 
Wits, (as they tell us they.are) or; more truly, the 
ſcorn of Fools. The ſame: Heathen Sewecs would 
teach theſe Creatures more wit and Religion, Nor 
cum vacaveris philoſophandum efl, omnia alia neglt- 
genda ut huic aſſideamms. Tou are not only to give up 
your ſelves to the ſindy and praice of virtue, when 
H you 
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you have nothing elſe to do, but all other things are 
(comparatively) to be negleFed, that you may entirely 
devote your ſelves to this, And elſewhere he gives 
this invincible reaſon fot it: 87 eger eſſes, curam ins 
termiſiſſes rei ſamiliaris, & ſorenſia tibi negotia exci- 
difſent 5 toto anime id. ageres ut 4 morbo liberarerijs, 
Dvnid ergo? non & nunc idem facies ? omnia im- 
pedimenta dimitte, & wvaca bone menti 5 nemo ad il- 
lam venit occupatys. Exercet Philoſophia regnum ſu- 
um, dat tempus, non accipit, Kc. If you were dange* 
rouſly ſick , you would caſt off the care of your dome- 
flick concerns, and publick employments, you would 
make this your whole buſineſs to get your ſelves rid of 
pour diſeaſes And why then do you not now ſet upon 
the ſame conrſez caſt away all impediments, and coffe- 
crate your ſelves to virine? | No man 3s fit to entertain 
ſo noble a gueſt, that 5s not fully at leiſure for her. Vir- 
me wherever it reſides will. govern, nor doth it receive 
Laws but give them. Jt. is not content to take that 
time which ts left to it, by ſecular affairs, diverſions, 
and recreations, but t1akes ſuch allowances of time to 
theſe as it judgeth mech. Arrian tells us, that it was 
not only the opinion: of the Jews, but alſo of the 
_ wiſe Fg pptians and Romans, ire Td 3orov wdvroy Tpoliun- 
Tioy yy iv TeyTi utledioxJior. That virtue and piety is to 
be preferred before all things whatſoever, and tyat it 
is in all times and things to be purſued with our utmoſt 
ſirength. *Tisno great matter if our barbarians be of 
another opinion. Again,It any Profeſſor of Religion 
makes conſcience of redeeming his time, and dare 
not prodigally caſt away that precious jewel (the 
true worth whereof will never be throughly under- 
ſtood, 
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| ſtood, ill we come tato that eternal ſtate of hap- 
pineſs or miſery, which is the'reſult of the good or 
1]! management of it) in vain and impertinent things 
as others do, he is preſently condemn'd, as nice, ſu- 
percifious, and uncivil. The wiſe and learned Hea- 
thens were of another opinion; 7t was the complaint 
of one of them, Nemo ullans auſerat nobis diem, wihil 
dignum tanto impendio redditurus, fibi iplt animus 
bereat, ſe colat, nihil alieni agat, 1.c. Let no man rob 
5 of a day, becanſe he cannot give a valuable recom- 
pence for ſo great 4 loſs « let ws employ our time in the 
cultivation of our minds, and let us not ſpend it in ſri- 
volows and impertinent things. And elſewhere he 
complains, Magna vite pars elabitur male agentibux, 
maxima nihil agentibus, tota aliud agentibus. 4 great 
part of our lives is ſpent in doing ill, more in doing 
nothing, antl moſt of all in doing things to little or no 
purpoſe. T could eaſily mention many more particu- 
lars, but by theſe you may judge of the reſt ; and 
from hence let me leave this concluſion in your 
. minds, that the enemies and deriders of ferious 
' godlineſs, do not only oppoſe the humours and fan- 
cies of ſome weak Chriſtians (as they falſly ſuppoſe) 
but do indeed confront all the: wiſdom of former 
Ages, and the concurring votes of the moſt Jearned 
Philoſophers. ata 
2. What is it to juſtifie Religion, or how muſt 
a man juſtifie it ? | 3 
Anſw. This duty hath areference, 
1.. To mens thoughts and opinions 3 we muſt ju-, 
ſtifie Religion by maintaining high and honourable 
thoughts of it 3 in particutar'it implies, that a man 
wh H 2 ' ſhould 
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ſhould ſincerely eſteem Religion to be, 

1. The wiſeſt choice and beſt bargain : So. did 
Job 28. 28. Unto man he ſaid the fear of the Lord 
that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil that is under- 
ſtanding. So did the wiſeſt among meer mortals, 
Prov. 3.15. She is more precious than Rubies and all 
the things thou canſt deſire, are not to be compared with 
her; conſequently he will not think it a ſtoical Para- 
dox, that the good man is the only wiſe man, and 
all others are Fools, eſpecially thoſe that think they 
are leaſt ſuch. When a man looks upon ſerious Chri- 
ſtians as Fops and Fools, he doth not juſtifie Reli- 
gion, but he juſtifies irreligion, and condemus him- 
ſelf. | 

2. As the juſteſt Law. *Tis very:true, fome of 
the Precepts of Religion are. hard in themſelves, 
and ſeem harder to them. that never did accuſtom 
themſelves to hear this yoke 3: when God gives Laws 
to mens thopghts and inward affeRions, reſtrains 
their ſenſes, and bridles their tongues, when he com- 
mands them to hate and forſake Father and Mother, 
Wife and Children, eſtate and life for his ſake and 
the Goſpels, they. think theſe are hard ſayings, and 
none can. bear them 3 and upon this account: they 
condemn the Laws of their Lord and Maker, and 
quarrel with Religion, and vent their rage againſt 
God himſelf - but good men are of another and bet- 
ter mind, they juſtifie all the commands of God, 
howſoever repugnant to their own wills and appe- 
tites, or deſtructive to all their worldly intereſts. So 
did David, Pal. 119.128. I effeem all thy Precepts 
concerning all things to be right, And ſo did —_ 

'Paut 
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Pant when he was under the ſame temptation as other 
men,- when his corrupt inclination led him one way, 
and the Law and Spirit of God pull'd' him another 
way, and he was like one torn aſunder. by wild 
Horſes, yet he juſtifies the Law of God; and con- 
demns himſelf, Rome. 7. 7. What ſhall we ſay then, is 
the Law fin? God forbid. Nay I had not known (in 
but by the Law. v. 12. Whereſore the Law is holy, and 
the Commandment js holy and juSt and 200d. 14. For 
we know that the Law +. ſpiritual, but I an carnal, 
fold under ſin. | | 
3. As the chief felicity, A good man looks not 

upon Religion as a burthen which he muſt be forc't 
to endure, , but as a priviledge which it is his happi- 
neſs to enjoy. There is nothing in the world which 
he more paſſionately deſires, than that he could live 
exactly according to the excellent Precepts of Reli- 
gion, (ſo that he delires death it (elf for this end, 
that he may live in perfet and conſtant exerciſe of 
all virtues and graces) there is nothing that he more 
heedfully and induſtriouſly purſues, nothing the 
want whereof doth more afflit and torment him; 
the holy Ordinances and Exercifes of Religion 
(which to an ungodly man are tedious, dry, unſa-. 
voury things) toa good man are very pleaſant and 
ſatisfactory. A day ſpent in the Courts and Ser- 
vice of God, he prefers before a thouſand emplayed - 
in Balls, or Plays, or,any other of the toys and tri- 
fles. of humane life, Job. 23.12. I have eſteemed the - 
words of his mouth more than my neceſſary food. 

. .2. This duty of juſtifying Religion relates to the 


tongue. or diſcourſe, in theſe particulars. . 
I.You . 
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1. You muſt not cenfure or condemn Religion, 
upon any pretence whatſoever: It concerns: you to 
be very cautious and modeſt in your cenſures of 
religious perſons, that you make not harſh conc)uſi- 
ons concerning their ſtate, nor uncharitable conſtru- 
Ctions of their a&tions, remembring that with what 
judgment. you judge you ſhall be judged, and with what 
meaſure you mete it ſhall be meaſured to you again: but 
abovenl! take heed of ſpeaking ill of Religion, which 
.1s direttly contrary to the preſent duty. 

2. You mult not partake with others 1nthat vulgar 
fin of cenſuring and ſcoffing at Religion. You may be 
very guilty of this ſin, though you never ſpeak a word 
againl(t it, If you freely and familiarly and unneceſ[a- 
rily converſe with thoſe whoſe throats are an open 
Sepulchre, always belching out 1mpure ſteams a- 
gainſt heaven and againſt God if you conſent to 
them, connive at, of any ways approve of them. For 
as the Roman Orator ſaith, £uid intereſt inter ſua- 
forem fadti && probatorem, ant quid refert utrum volu- 
erim fieri an gaudeam fallum? What difference 3s 
there between him that perſmades another to ax evil 
ation before it be done, and him that approves of, or 
pleaſeth himſelf with it afterward ? 

3. You muſt not give occaſion to wicked men to 
fpeak againſt Religion, for though no fuch occaſi- 
on will warrant or excuſe them, yet it will involve 
you in the guilt of their ſin; you know the woe 
belongs to him that gives the offence, as well as to 
him that makes 111 uſe of it. | | 

4. You muſt when occaſion requires be ready to 
vindicate Religion when it is traduced - when 

wicked 
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wicked men have their mouths open againlt God 
and Religion, you ought not to have yours ſhut, as 


I ſaid before: You have the advantage of the better- 


cauſe, you ſerve a better Maſter, and ſhall have bet- 
ter wages, and if they do the one out of choice, 


much more ſhould you do the other, which is your- 


duty. Miſtake not, I do not fay this is the duty of 
all perſons in all times and companies - God hath 


made this a duty (for there is a ſinful ſilence gs yell 


as a finful ſpeech) but Chriſtian prudence muſt di- 
rect the time 'and manner of it, and other circum- 


ſtances. In ſame caſes you know God hath, given 
us an exemption, Prov. 9. &. Reprove not 4 ſcormer 


leſt he hate thee. Mat. 7. 6. Give not that which is 
holy unto Dogs, neither caſt ye your Pearls beſore Swine, 


left they trample them nnder their feet; and turn again” 


and rent you. Certaialy this if any other duty doth 
require great prudence and underſtanding in the 
management of it, an indiſcreet defence of Reli- 
gion, by an ignorant but well meaning Chriſtian, 
doth oft'times more diſparage and prejudice it, than 
another mans reproaches againſt it, +<_ 

3. This duty relates to the actions; | 

I. You muſt juſtifie Religion by the practice of 
all the principles and duties of Religion. This 1s 
the true and the principal way to juſtifie Religion, 
and to ſtop the mouths: of all ignorant and malicious 
cavillers againſt it. This 1s the way to maintain the 
honour of God, Mat.5. 16. Let your light ſo ſhine be- 
fore-men, that they may ſee your good works and glori- 
fie your Father which is in Heaven. This 1s the way 


to adorn the Dottrine of the Goſpel,- and to win - 
; others: - 
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others to the love and practice of it: without this 
all your talk for Religion 1s but empty and inligni- 
ficant. 

2. You muſtin a ſpecial manner mind thoſe duties 
and graces which make Religion moſt amiable among 
men3 ſuch as veracity in all. your words, fidelity to 
your- promiſes and obligations, exaCt juſtice in all 
your dealings, meeknels and humility, publick ſpi- 
ritedneſs and charity, and in one word, whatſoever 
things are lovely and of good report. - On the con- 
trary you maſt carcfully avoid not only thoſe things 
which are apparently evil and ſcandalous, but ſuch 
alſo as are of ill report amongſt the generality of 
ſober and wile men. - Some. things may peradven- 
ture be lawful for another man, that may not be ſo 
to a Profeſſor of Religion, becauſe of the. greater 
influence of his example,: and the ſpecial concern 
that Religion hath-in all his ations, 

This may ſerve for the juſtification of Religion, 
notwithſtanding all the miſcarriages of the Profeſ- 
fors of it,and all the cenſures of enemies to it. There 
is no reaſon either of theſe ſhould beget in you any 
diſlike of Religion. 

1. Not the former. 

1. Becauſe it is nnreaſonable to judge of the ways 
gf God by the praftices of men. Religion is the 
way of God, the way which he preſcribes, yea the 
way wherein himſelf. walks, . it is the off:pring of 
the holy God, and therefore muſt needs belike him, 
pure and undefiled, and can no more: be polluted 
(to ſpeak properly) by the actions of men, than the 
San beam by the dunghill on which it ſhines, As the 

holy 
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holy God doth aCt in the finful ations" of meo, yet 
is not at all infected with the guilt or filth of the. 
" So Religion, though it bein the ſinner, doth'not at 
all partake of the blame or diſhonour of his fins? 

2. [t 1s unreaſonable to judge of the'rule (which 
Religion is) by the aCtions of thoſe'who ſwerve from 
the rule. Yet this hard meaſure wicked men mete to 
Religion : they do not only debaſe and diſparage it 
by judging of the rule by the example, but (which 
is worſe) they judge of the beſt rule by the worſt ex- 
amples, and not by the beſt, as they -ought in rea- 
ſon to do. | 

* 2, Not the latter. Becauſe their opinions of 

judgments arenot to be valued, and that 
* 1. Becauſe they are ſelf condemned, and ſelf con- 
traditing perſons. Ungodly men (as I told you 
before) are of one opinion in health and proſperity, 
of another in fickneſs and calamity ; yea ſometimes 
of one opinion in the day and in company, of ano- 
ther in ſolitude and inthe darkneſs of the night, and 
this quite invalidates their teſtimony. Teſtis contra- 
ria dicens fidem non facit, ( (ay te Lawyers) that 
Witneſs that contradiFs himſelf is not to be believed. 
Moreover, as the judgments of wicked men are oft 
times contrary to themſelves, ſo their cenſures are 
frequently contrary to their judgmenits: They oft 
times revileithat perſon with their tongues, whom 
they reverence in their heartsz and their mouths 
cenſure thoſe ations which their conſciences juſti- 

fie. 

2. They are men of corrupt minds, Tit. 1. 15. V#- 
to them that are defiled and unbelieving nothing is 
I pure 


GE eee Er RE I A” as FOR RGA EG RINGS AS 6 rnn ens 


59 


pure, but eventheir mind and conſtience is defiled. It 
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1s (aid of the Roxrany, ch. 1.28. God gave them up to 
a reprobate mind, eorupdy viv, an injudicious mind, a 
mind#that hath loſt its taſte and reliſh, that is unable 
to diſcera between things that differ. Two things 
are necellary as to corporeal, ſo to intellefual, Vili- 
on, 1. Ability inthe faculty. 2. Conveniency in the 
mean, as that the air be clear, &c. But here is neither, 
1. There is a defect and impotency in the faculty ; 
there is a natural blindneſs in mens minds, not done 
away but by regeneratiqn, I Cor. 2. 14. The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he' know 
them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. | 

2. There is a defect, in the mean.; The Dewi 
caſts a miſt and fog before their eyes3-The God of 
this. world, hath blinded their minds, 2 Cor, 4. 4, For 
any man to be moved by the opinions of fuch perſons, 
1s to appeal to blind men conccraing Colours, 

3. They are full of. deep prejudices againſt Reli- 
gion, by. reaſon, whereof they. ncither can. ſee; the 
beauty of it, nor will, acknowledge it, ' We are all 
bora with prejudices againſt Religion; that natural 
corruption, which we briog intq the world with us, 
doth put a. plain byaſs upon-our, minds againſt it: 
Every. laſt is. a. powertyl Oratour againſt its 
Every Goful a&tion leayesin.the ſoul, as] a greater 
inclination. to fin, ſo. g,greater averſion from-Reli- 
gion, And theſe. 'prejudices ,afe exceedingly 
heightned, eſpecially in this degenerate Age, by 
the-infeligity of, bad. education, and; by, the conta- 
gian: of evil. example 3 ſo that. if. Religion decline 
the Tribunal of ſuch perſons, your own conſciences 

mult 
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mult 'tell you there is realon for it. If Ariſtotle 
would not admit young and vitious men to b« the 
hearers of moral Philoſophy, much leſs are they fit 
to be made judges of Religion. But I cannot con- 
tent my ſelf with ſpeaking .of this in genera), give 
me leave therefore for the farther juſtification of 
Religion, and the invitation of finners to the pra- 
Ctice and love of it, to mention and remove ſome of 
thoſe prejudices, by which they are ſcared or with- 
held from the entertainment of it. I ſhall confine 
my ſelf to four, and fo conclude. | 

1. The unreaſonableneſ(s and incredibility of the 
principles of Religion. _ 

2. The infuperable diffizulty of the pratice of 
Religion. ow, 

3- Differences among Profeſſors of Religion. 

4: The fewneſs'and meaneſs, as alto the folly and 
weakneſs of true Chriſtians. 

1- The unreaſonableneſs and incredibility of the 
principles of Religionz wherein many things are 
confeſſedly hard to be underſtood , and harder to 
be believed. It ſpeaks (fay'they) of a God that no 
man ever ſaw, of eternal rewards and puniſhments, 
which none ever experienc'd, of the reſurreftion of 
the body, and other things, which the deepeſt rea- 
ſon cannot comprehend. => £2 | 

1. 4»ſtv. This objeQion. riſeth from, a vain and 
proud conceit of a mans own reafon. A little humi- 
lity or modeſty would ſoon difcoyer the vanity of 
this argument 3 you muſtnot think that you have got 
the Monopoly of all the wit and learning -in'the 
world; you catmot refolve all your doubts in Re- 
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ligion, poſſibly others of. more. clear.and uncorrupt 
minds, of more learning and experience can, and 
to theſe (if. you were in your wits) you would .ad- 
dreſs your Elves for reſolution in a. matter. of ſuch 
deep concernment. *Tis a notable pailage of. the 
Lord Bacons, A.little Philoſophy will make a man an 
Atheiſt, a_great deal will make him a good Chriſtian. 
And the reaſon is evident, becauſe a ſmattering in 
Learning will raiſe objeqtions, which only. a ſolid 
underſtanding of it can anſwer. Thou complaineſt 
thou canſt not. reſolve thy doubts; 'tis likely thou 
didſt never uſe. the means to reſolve them : thou 
ſhouldeſt ſeriouſly and frequently conſider things in 
thy own mind, thou ſhouldeſt conſult the choiceſt 
Books, and converſe with the wiſeſt, and learnedeſt, 
and beſt of men. Fhou ſhouldeſt humbly. ſtudy the 
Mind and Word of God, for 'tis the humble that God 
will teach his way, Pſ"25.9. God reſiſleth the proud 
and giveth grace to the humble, Jam. 4.6. Thou 
ſhouldeſt fervently and conſtantly pray to God for 
reſolution, thou ſhouldeſt pratiſe what thou doſt 
know, if thou wouldeſt Jearn what thou doſt not 
Joh 7.17. If any man will do bis will, he ſhall know 
of the Do@rine whether it be of God. It is very likely 
the generalty of theſe Objeftors are guilty of. the. 
grols neglett of ſume or all theſe means, and there- 
fore it 1s intolerable arrogance and folly to con- 
clude, that becauſe thou in the. neglect of all theſe 
means canſt not reſolve theſe. thiogs, therefore no 
man in the world who diligently. uſeth all is able to. 
O'1T. ; 

2. Conſider the confeſſed darkneſs and ſhortneſs, 

” 
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of mens reaſonseven in lower things. It hath been 
the complaint-of all Ages, that truth lay bid as it. 
were in 4 deep pit, which ovr eyes could not reach. 
One of the wiſeit of men confeſt be krew nothing, 
and divers went higher, and this was their poſition, 
Nibil ſcitur, nothing can be known. There is nothing 
but conjeCture and opinion in the world. How ma- 

ny difficulties are there in Nature, which the great- 

e(t Philoſophers to this day are not able to reſolve? 

How many depths in Policy, which put the wilelt 
Stateſmen to a plas? and therefore what wonder 

isitif there bz ſome infuperable difficulties in ſo ſub- 

lime a knowledge as Religion, that treats of infinite 

eternalmnd incomprehenſible things. Nay reaſon 

it ſelf will allow, that thereſhould be ſome things in- 
Religion above it. 

3. Conlider the unreaſonableneſs of irreligion.: 
Suppoſe there be ſome inſoluble difficulties ia the. 
principles of Religion, what ſhall a man do 2: ſhall he 
throw off the ſenſe of all Religion, and: the belieF- 
| of a Deity, and ſettle in down right Atheiſm? This- 
[ confeſs 1s too common an inference -:But if Reli- 
gion be. the diſeaſe, and this the remedy , .F am ſure- 
the remedy is worſe than the- diſeaſe. One- may. 
juſtly wonder at the impudence of. theſe men that 
obje@ the incredibilities of Religion; when -the wit - 
of man cannot: deviſe more- incredible things than- 
thoſe which Atheiſtical andirreligious men do ſwal-- 
low. Togive but one inſtance, that a dull heap of: 
ſeaſele(s matter ſhould of it ſelf produce this goodly. - 
I Fabrick- of the higher and the lower world, and di-- 
oelt its ſelf into,.and conſtantly preſerve its ſelf i 
ts, 
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this exyuitte order in which we fee it, and all 
. without the diref@tion or contrivance of a wiſer * 
Agent, is beyond all the Legends of the Papilts, or 
(which is all one) all the Fictions of the Poets. 

2. The inſuperable difficulty of the ' pratice of 
Religion. There are (ſay they) ſo many hard du- 
ties to be performed, fo many delights to be for- 
faken, ſo much time to be employed, ſuch labours, 
lofles and pains to'be endured, that it 15 in vain to 
attempt it, for we ſhall never be able to go through 
it, 


t. 4nſw. Suppoſing the truth of Religion, the 
greateſt difficulties are reaſonable, and ſhould be 
chearfully embrac*c, our very Enemies beingYudgpes. 
[t hath been ſaid by ſome atheiſtical perſons to care- 
lets Chriſtians, did I believe as you do, I ſhould 
not live as you do. Did [ believe there was a God, 
and a future {ſtate of unſpeakable pleaſure or tor- 
ment, I ſhould certainly make it my great buftneſs 
to eſcape the one and fecure the other; I ſhould 
wholly give my (elf to. reading, praying, hearing, 
and preparation for eternity 3 I ſhould account no 
time too much, no pains or hazard too great for ſo 
high a concern. The trith is, in this they ſpeak 
great reaſon, and it will riſe up in judgment againſt 
thouſands of ſlothful and negligent Chriſtians, who 
do indeed believe the truth of theſe things, and yet 
are ſo cold and remiſs therein, that grudge to ſpend 
a little time, or to deny themſelves a little in their 
eaſe, or recreation, or worldly occaſions, that they 
may attend the one thing neceſſary. And whoever 
thou art that believeſt theſe things (7. e. that art 
not 
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not a tottiſh Atheilt) be for ever athamed to mention 
thts as an objection. 

2. There are as great diffcuities in an ungodly 
life, as there are in the practice of Religion.” As 
there are no pleaſures of a'ftaner but a Saint may 
enjoy/thaſe that are parallel or ſuperiour tothem, fo 
there are: no difficultics or inconveniences which a 
Sant meets with in the ways of God, but finners are 
frequently expoſed to the ſame, or greater, in the 
purſuit of a vain world or baſe luſts. Doth Reli- 
god require much of thy time? ſo doth the world: 
thou mult rife early, and ſit up late, and eat the bread 
of carefulneſs, and all this for trifling vanities, for 
dreams and ſhadows, as indeed: all worſdly things 
are. Why ſhould it be more troubleſom to ſpend 
time in: attendance-upon God; for ſubſtantial and 
eternal bleflings, than 'to ſpend time in attendance 
upon-earthly Courts and: Princes, in expectation of 
thoſe: things which commonly they never obtain; 
| and, if they do, they cannot long enjop them. Doth 
E Religion command thee to honour the Lord with thy 
| ſubſtance, and to lay'out ſome part of thy treafure 
in charitable uſes 2 Doth it ſometimes command thee 
to ſuffer the loſe of all things ? ſo dath irreligion too; 
And if a due-eſtimate were taken of the impreſlions 
made upon mens eſtates by their Religion, and by 
their laſts 3 if perhaps it may beſaid; Religion, like 
S$axl, hath (lain its thouſands, I am ſure, it may be 
ſaid; mens-luſts;like-D42vzd; have ſlain their ten thou- 
ſands. [s it torment of body. and death which Re- 
ligion: ſometimes expoſeth a man to? and do not 
the luſts. of men.betray them to the ſame inconve- 
niences ? 
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ences? To ſay nothing of the endleſs and eaſcleſs 
 torments of the other world, (the ſingle conſidera- 
tion whereof muſt needs, to any prudent man, inft- 
nitely outweigh all which this world can offer or 


give) if we look only to the preſent life, univerſal 


experience ſhows what havock mens luſts make -of 
'their bodies, how they do not only ſhorten and 


embitter mens lives, but immaturely and violently 


'fnatch them away- How many thouſands dye Mar- 


tyrs to their Juſts, and are burnt with as keen a fire 
(though not ſo honourable) as that which the Mar- 


tyrs were fry'd in! 


3. Religion is not ſo difficult as it ſcemstobe- bt 
ſeems indeed mtolerableto ſtrangers that underſtand 
it not, but to thoſe that have experience of it, zts 


ways are ways of 'pleaſantneſ;, end all its paths are 
. peace, Prov. 3.17. And which of theſe two is moſt 


credible? Whoſe teſtimony ſhall I take concerning 
a Country? his that hath only lookt upon it in a 
Map, and underſtands nothing but by hearſay ? Or 
his who hath diligently travelled through it, and 


made an exad ſurvey of it ? My yoke (faith our Sa- 


viour,) is eaſie and my burthen is light, Mat. 11. 30. 
and St. Johz atteſts ro the truth of it, xs Joh. 5. 3. 
Hjs commandments are not grievous. Tistrue,Relipion, 
like the Arts,(and all excellent things) 1s hard at firſt, 


but afterwaras uſe and exerciſe and the grace of 


God doth make it eaſie. The difficulties alſo of 
Religion are mixt with great ſweetneſs, and follow- 
ed with glorious rewards 3 there is a gracious God 
co aſſiſt, a pure and peaceable -conſcience to ſup- 
port and delight, certain hope of eternal glory to 
invite, 
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invite, whereas the ſinners difficulties are quite of 
another nature, and agravated with fearful circym- 
ſtances 3 oft times outward troubles upon him, and 
a guilty conſcience within him, and an infernal pit 
opening its mouth to receive him 3: he cannot live, 
yet dare not dye, Thisis the portion of the. enemies 
of Religion. | 

3- Differences amongſt Profeſſors of Religion. If 
I would be religious[ ſay ſome men] there are ſo many 
Religions among us, one contradicting and con- 
demning another, that I know not what to believe, 
nor which to chuſe, and therefore its the wiſeſt way 
to be of noReligion. 

r. Anſw. The differences among Profeſſors of Re- 
lizgion are neither (o weighty, nor ſo nrany, as is pre- 
tended. Ungodly men look upon them with a 
magnifying Glaſs 3 their hatred of Religion makes 
them ſeem worſe than in truth they are; [ ſhall not 
now meddle with any other Religion but our own. 
I ſuppole the vanity and impoſture of Popery is ſuffi- 
ciently evident to all intelligible perſons, whom luſt 
or intereſt doth not blind and byaſs. Burt as for the 
differences among Proteſtants, which Papiſts and 
Atheiſts do fo tragically aggravate, if they come to 
be throughly ſcan'd, the caſe will be found tobe, as 
ſometimes you ſhall obſerve in a mift, where a Bird 
or other Object at a diſtance 'will ſeem very preat, 
which, when youcome-nearer, dwindles into an in- 
conſiderable bigneſs. Proteſtants are all agreed in 


Ahl— 


the vitals and fundamentals of Religion, they have 


the ſame Articles of their Creed, the ſame Rule of 
Faith, and Life, and Prayer. If mens pride and 
K paſſions 
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'the Confeſſions of Proteſtant. 


paſſions were mortify'd, it is —_— enough from 
| Churches | which is the 
only rational Standard to try-them by] the differen- 


'ces are more in appearance than in truth, more in 


words than in things, and generally more in circum- 
ſtances than in ſubſtance; fo that a man may as well 
quarrel with humanity, becauſe one man differs from 
another in age, ſtature, quality, &c. as with Religi- 
on for the uneſ{ential differences of its Profellors. 

' 2. Differences among Profefſlors of Religion are 
an evident argument of the truth of it; and I am 


.per{waded' this 'is-one reaſon why God permits diffe- 


rences among(t Chriſtians in leſſer things, that men 


might be more fully ſatisfied concerning the truth 
of thoſe ſubſtantial DoCtrines wherein all are agreed. 
Certainly that great variety, levity, and wildneſs 
of many mens minds, the vaſt difference of mens ap- 
prehenſions, educations, inclinations, affe&'ions, and 
intereſts (which are the principal cauſes of diverſity 
of opinion_) doth give ſufficient aſſurance to any 


conſiderate man of the truth of that Religion, which 


forceth the unanimous aſſent of ſo many perſons, and 
them of ſuch differing complexions. And ſurely this 
1s a ſtrange and moſt perverſe way of reaſoning, be- 
cauſe a man is unſatisfied in ſome leſſer matters, 
wherein Chriſtians differ, to forſake thoſe eſſential 
truths wherein all are agreed. *Tis a' gn the man 
is reſolved to be quarrelſom, and that his quarrel is 
with Religion. p 

3. Differences in Religion are not ſo hard, but 
that a prudent and piovs man may find out the truth. 


If a.man diligently and humbly ſtady the Word of 


God, 
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God, and heartily ;beg of God the ſpirit of direttis 
on, and take -advice from able and faithful Mini- 
ſters whom God hath eſtabliſht ia his Church for this 
end (Mel. 2. 7. For the Prieſts lips ſhould keep know- 
ledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law at his mouth, for 
he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts) and conſcio- 
nably praiſe what they already know and believe, 
I dare confidently ſay, that man ſball either under- 
ſtand the right in caſes of difference, ar elſe Gad 
wilt pardon his miſtake, And indeed this is the right 
uſe we. ſhould make of differences in Religion, not 
to:throw off all Religion (for a man. may. upan the 
very. ſame ground abandon his reafon,: becauſe: of 
the differences and contraditions-in mens reaſonings 
one with another) but to be the more inquiſitive 
ioto the truth. So didthe Samaritau Convent; Joh. 4. 
19, 20. Sir, I perceive that thou art a Prophet, our 
Fathers worſhipped in this Mountain, and you ſay that 
in Jeruſale 8 men ought to worſhip. She doth not infer 
that therefore ſhe wauld worſhip no where, accord- 
ing to the new Logickof atheiſtical or wanton Wits, 
but (he applies her ſelf to Chriſt for direftion con> 

cerning the true Worſhip. : 2: antes 
4. The fewneſs and meaneſs, as alſo the folly and 
weakaels, of true Chriſtians. The great Wits (ſay 
they) the profound Philoſophers, the deep State(- 
men, the men of honour, thefe contemn Religion; 
which 'none but a few obſcure Fools embrace: | As 
Machiavel is ſaid to have told the Confeſfor feat to 
bim by the Duke of Florence, when he was upori ins 
fick Bed. He dreamt that he was in. Heaven, 'and 
that there he ſaw at” unlearned —_ 
| 2 otners- 
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others of mean capacity and quality; and that he 
had been in Hell, and there ſaw many great Empe- 
rours, renowned Generals, wife Counſellors, and fa- 
mous Scholars, and added, that he was for the beſt 
company, and fo diſmiſt him 3_ and this: is really the 
choice that many others-make. 

1. Anſw; Yow are not ſurprized herein, it was 
obſerved by Chriſt-himſelf, that the poor did receive 
the Goſpel 3 and the Apolile-confirms it by his expe- 
rience, 1-Cor. I. 6. Not-many-wiſe men after the fleſh, 
not manyi'michty, not many-woble, are called: and this 
was deſigned” by God for: wile and weighty ends, 
partly/to'teach men contempt of worldly greatneſs, 
which they are too'apt to admire, to convince men 
that he /is:no reſpeCter of perfons, that he values no 
mans. Titles; partty:to reduce things to a greater 
equality, Cake 16. 27. Son, remember that thou in thy * 
life time receivedſi good things, and I. uzarus evil things, 
but now he is comforted and thou art tormented. God 
will not allow to any man two Heavens, he therefore 
that hath his Heaven and happineſs in this world, 
may be the better contented if a more deſpicable 
perſon goes away with the happineſs. of the next 
world; eſpecially feeing he had his choice, and that 
which he far preferred -before it; partly to demon» 
ſtrate the -truth; and divine power of that Religion 
that could ſubdue the world by. a few, mean, fooliſh, 
and contemptible-igſtruments. So that you ſee this 
objetion confronts the wiſdom of God and all his ho- 
ly deſigns asalfoit ſtrikes at the.very perſon of our 
blefſed Saviour, who came into the world intheſame 
- defpicable' circumſtances. which: here they object 

11) againſt. 
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againſt his followers, not conſidering that it were 
very. improper that the Diſciple ſhould be above hy 
Maſter , and that the followers of ſo mean a perſon 
as our Lord thuught fit to appear. upon earth, ſhould 
be the Grandees of the world. Thetruth is, this ob- 
zectionarileth from.an overweening conceit of world- 
ly greatneſs, as-if God were obliged to as high and 
honourable an eſteem of the great men of the world. 
as they have of themſelves. Theſe men ſhould con- 
ſider that Religion is not- the. produtt of mans Na» 
ture, but of Gods free grace 3 I ſhall ſay to them as: 
Luther did to MelanFhon, Orandus eft Melanthon ut 
deſinat efſe reFor mundi; MelanFhon js to be entreat- 
ed to come down from his throne, and to ſaffer God to 
govern the world as he pleaſeth. So theſe Atheiſtical 
Objetors are entreated to permit God to diſpoſe of. 
his grace as he thinks fit -. If God think fit with Jacob 
to croſs his hands and to lay the right hand upon the 
younger Son, if it pleaſe God to beſtow his grace. 
upon a poor Lazarxs,and to neglett the Purple Robe, 
ſhall fooliſh- and arrogant men preſently commence. 
a ſuit againſt God, and quarrel with his providence, 
and renounce their Religion? Shall they pull God 
out of the throne, unleſs he will take them into his: 
Privy Council ? | | 

2. The matter of this objeCftion will ig a great. 
meaſure be fougd falſe ; for it will appear upon en- 
quiry,' that truly religious perſons both in this and. 
former Ages, have been, and. are neither few nor 
mean. The Hiſtory of former times aſſure us of vaſt. 
multitudes ,which heartily embraced the Chriſtian. 


Religion, and ſeal'dtoit with their blood 3 and _ | 
ave- 
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have made the computation of the Chriſtian Mar- 
eyes ſlain in- the firſt 300 years, that there were 
5000 for every day inthe year ſave onez and thanks 
be to God, there is yet a very conſiderable number 
of ſuch, both here and elſewhere in the world, which, 
however unhappily differenced in lefler things, yet 
in reaſon, juſtice, and charity we ought to believe 
to be truly religious perſons, if we take not our mea- 


ſures from the new models ind definitions of Religi- 


on; which the fancies or hamours of men have coin'd, 
but content our ſelves with Apoſtolical implicity,and 
with Saint Peter's defeription of it, 4s 10. 35. In eve- 


:ry Nation he that ſeareth God and worketh righteonſ- 


neſs, is accepted with hive. And as religious men have 
not been few, ſo neither have they been mean, ei- 
ther in outward quality, or inward endowments. It 
were eaſie to preſent you with a large Catalogue of 
great Princes and Emperours, valiant Souldiers, ſage 
Counſellours, men of the greateſt Wit and Counſel 
of their ſeveral Ages, who have given their names 
to Chriſt, and ſacrificed their very lives to Religi- 
on; and if this Age be more degenerate than the 
formey, we may thank the ObjeCtors m a great mea- 


ſhare for it, who'have made it their great buſineſs to 


debauch perſons, and to bring all Rehgion into con- 


3. Admit there be many weakneſſes and follies of 
divers true Chriſtians, theſe men, if they had-com- 
mon diſcretion tn them, would conſider that Reli- 
gion doth not pretend to alter the temper of mens 
brains and bodies, not to make men Phileſophers, 
but virtuous, not to raiſe their intelleAuals, but to 
mend 
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mead their morals, not to wake them diſcreet in 
woridly cencerns, but to make them wiſe unto ſal- 
vation. Nor do perſwade youto imitate the folly, 
but the piety, of religious perſons; only take heed 
that thoſe, whom you call fools, do not ſhow them+ 
ſelves wiſer than thoſe that account themſeIves the 
wiſe men of the world : though indeed if a true eſti- 
mate were made of the delpiſers of Religion, I doubt 
we ſhould find ſo many weak Brethren among them, 
as would pive little credit to this objection 3 and for 
thoſe that areeſteemed the Wits of the Party, I have 
heard a perſon of great honour and learning pro- 
feſs, that of all the atheiſtical Wits which he had the 
unhappineſs to be acquainted with, he knew not one 
that was a perſon of ſolid learning and deep judg- 
ment; but this I am ſure of, there are not greater 
folliesin Bedlam than miny of theſe great Wits are 
guilty of, they havenot ſo much wit as to preſerve 
their eſtates from ruine, their bodies and names from 
rotting while they live. Therecannot be deviſed a- 
greater madneſs, than for a man to expoſe himſelf to 
ſuch tremendous hazards of the wrath of God and 
everlaſting burnings, and that too for ſuch poor and 
ſordid recompences, many of them purchaſing their - 
eternal damnation with their temporal ruine, and 
marching through one Hell into another. And there- 
Fore either let them cure their owa follies, or ler them: - 
be aſhamed to upbraid the follies of religious men. 
And ſeeing the chief pretences and objettfons of the 
Enemies of Religion are ſo trifling and impertinent, 
as you ſee, let usall approve our ſelves to be the Chil- 
dren of Wiſdom in juſtifying of it, notwithſtanding all 
the miſcarriages of its friends or cenſure of its enemies. 
FINTS. | 


